
LEVITICUS CHAPTER 10 STRANGE FIRE OF NADAB AND ABIHU

Intro: Last lesson we preached about the strange fire that Nadab and Abihu
offered up to the Lord.  I believe the Lord dealt severely with the young men because
their sin would be a foretaste of the end time error of the contemporary church.  Today
our churches are filled with strange fires.  Self willed religion, men's worse imaginations
dictate the way that they will come to God. This is the prevailing thought of mankind
today.  We are so far removed from the God of the Bible that every man does what is
right in their own eyes when it comes to worshipping God.  Every man has his own high
places and offerings placed on these altars of strange fire prevail. Now we read about
the only way that Aaron could exhibit his grief being a priest of God and forbidden to
mourn for his sons. 

I. THE STRANGE FIRE OFFERED BY NADAB AND ABIHU.

Leviticus 10:1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer,
and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD,
which he commanded them not. 
Leviticus 10:2 And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they
died before the LORD. 
Leviticus 10:3 Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the LORD spake, saying, I will
be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And
Aaron held his peace. 
Leviticus 10:4 And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of
Aaron, and said unto them, Come near, carry your brethren from before the sanctuary
out of the camp. 
Leviticus 10:5 So they went near, and carried them in their coats out of the camp; as
Moses had said. 

I. Aaron and his sons are commanded not to mourn for Nadab and Abihu.

Leviticus 10:6 And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his
sons, Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath
come upon all the people: but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the
burning which the LORD hath kindled. 
Leviticus 10:7 And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation, lest ye die: for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you. And they did
according to the word of Moses. 

A difficult command was this for Aaron and his family.  Yet a higher standard is given for
the priest and his family than the average member of the  congregation.  So it is today
that there are higher standards for a bishop:

I Tim 3:1     This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a
good work.
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1TI 3:2     A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of
good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;
1TI 3:3     Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a
brawler, not covetous;
1TI 3:4     One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in  subjection with all
gravity;
1TI 3:5     (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take  care of
the church of God?)
1TI 3:6     Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the  condemnation of
the devil.
1TI 3:7     Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest  he fall
into reproach and the snare of the devil.

II. MOSES COMMANDS AARON AND HIS SONS TO FINISH OFFERING THE
OFFERINGS THAT WERE BEING PRESENTED FOR THE DEDICATION OF
THE TABERNACLE. 

Leviticus 10:12  And Moses spake unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his
sons that were left, Take the meat offering that remaineth of the offerings of the LORD
made by fire, and eat it without leaven beside the altar: for it is most holy: 
Leviticus 10:13 And ye shall eat it in the holy place, because it is thy due, and thy sons'
due, of the sacrifices of the LORD made by fire: for so I am commanded. 
Leviticus 10:14 And the wave breast and heave shoulder shall ye eat in a clean place;
thou, and thy sons, and thy daughters with thee: for they be thy due, and thy sons' due,
which are given out of the sacrifices of peace offerings of the children of Israel. 
Leviticus 10:15 The heave shoulder and the wave breast shall they bring with the
offerings made by fire of the fat, to wave it for a wave offering before the LORD; and it
shall be thine, and thy sons' with thee, by a statute for ever; as the LORD hath
commanded. 

What we need to realize is that these were the first offerings offered on the new brazen
altar.  This was the dedication of the tabernacle.  God just had manifested His glory by
consuming the offerings on the altar and now Moses tells Aaron and his sons to finish. 

In the midst of this, Aaron's two sons are killed because of offering strange fire to the
Lord.  

Imagine we are having a dedication service for a new sanctuary we just built and during
the dedication services the Lord strikes dead two assistant Pastors.  This was not unlike
the situation with Ananias and Sapphira in the book of Acts.

III. MOSES NOTICED SOMETHING WRONG WITH THE ADMINISTRATION OF
THE OFFERINGS.
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Leviticus 10:16  And Moses diligently sought the goat of the sin offering, and, behold, it
was burnt: and he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron which were
left alive, saying, 
Leviticus 10:17 Wherefore have ye not eaten the sin offering in the holy place, seeing it
is most holy, and God hath given it you to bear the iniquity of the congregation, to make
atonement for them before the LORD? 
Leviticus 10:18 Behold, the blood of it was not brought in within the holy place: ye
should indeed have eaten it in the holy place, as I commanded. 
Leviticus 10:19 And Aaron said unto Moses, Behold, this day have they offered their sin
offering and their burnt offering before the LORD; and such things have befallen me:
and if I had eaten the sin offering to day, should it have been accepted in the sight of
the LORD? 
Leviticus 10:20 And when Moses heard that, he was content. 

John Gill

...behold, this day they have offered their sin offering and their burnt offering
before the Lord; that is, the people of Israel had brought a kid of the goats for
a sin offering, and a calf and a lamb for burnt offering, and he and his sons
assisting him, had offered them for them, even on the very day his two eldest
sons were removed by death in an awful manner: and such things have
befallen me; at this very time, soon after the above sacrifices were offered,
happened the death of his two sons, which occasioned great anguish and
distress, grief and sorrow, so that he could not eat of the sin offering; he had
no appetite for it, and if he had, he thought in his present circumstances it
would not have been right, as follows:

and if I had eaten the sin offering today, should it have been accepted in the
sight of the Lord? he being a mourner. The Jews say {u}, an high priest may
offer, being a mourner, but not eat; a common priest may neither offer nor
eat; and which they illustrate by this passage, that Aaron offered and did not
eat, but his sons did neither.

Matthew Henry

He enquires concerning one deviation from the appointment, which it seems had
happened upon this occasion, which was this:-There was a goat to be sacrificed
as a sin-offering or the people, ch. 9:15. Now the law of the sin-offerings was that
if the blood of them was brought into the holy place, as that of the sin-offerings for
the priest was, then the flesh was to be burnt without the camp; otherwise it was to
be eaten by the priest in the holy place, ch. 6:30. The meaning of this is here
explained (v. 17), that the priests did hereby bear the iniquity of the congregation,
that is, they were types of him who was to be made sin for us, and on whom God
would lay the iniquity of us all. Now the blood of this goat was not brought into the
holy place, and yet, it seems, it was burnt without the camp. Now observe here, 
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1. The gentle reproof Moses gives to Aaron and his sons for this irregularity. Here
again Aaron sons are said to be those that were left alive (v. 16), who therefore
ought to have taken warning; and Moses was angry with them. Though he was the
meekest man in the world, it seems he could be angry; and when he thought God
was disobeyed and dishonored, and the priesthood endangered, he would be
angry. Yet observe how very mildly he deals with Aaron and his sons, considering
their present affliction. He only tells them they should indeed have eaten it in the
holy place, but is willing to hear what they have to say for themselves, being loth
to speak to the grief of those whom God had wounded.

2. The plausible excuse which Aaron makes for this mistake. Moses charged the
fault upon Eleazar and Ithamar (v. 16), but it is probable that what they did was by
Aaron direction, and therefore he apologized for it. He might have pleaded that
this was a sin-offering for the congregation, and if it had been a bullock it must
have been wholly burnt (ch. 4:21), and therefore why not now that it was a goat?
But it seems it was otherwise ordered at this time, and therefore he makes his
affliction his excuse, v. 19. Observe, 

(1.) How he speaks of affliction: Such things have befallen me, such sad things,
which could not but go near his heart, and make it very happy. He was a high
priest taken from among men, and could not put off natural affection when he put
on the holy garments. He held his peace (v. 3), yet his sorrow was stirred, as
David's, Ps. 39:2. Note, There may be a deep sense of affliction even where there
is a sincere resignation to the will of God in the affliction. "Such things as never
befell me before, and as I little expected now. My spirits cannot but sink, when I
see my family sinking; I must needs be heavy, when God is angry:" thus it is easy
to say a great deal to aggravate an affliction, but it is better to say little. 

(2.) How he makes this an excuse for his varying from the appointment about the
sin-offering. He could not have eaten it but in his mourning, and with a sorrowful
spirit; and would this have been accepted? He does not plead that his heart was
so full of grief that he had no appetite for it, but that he feared it would not be
accepted. Note, 

1. Acceptance with God is the great thing we should desire and aim at in all our
religious services, particularly in the Lord's supper, which is our eating of the sin-
offering. 

2. The sorrow of the world is a very great hindrance to our acceptable
performance of holy duties, both as it is discomposing to ourselves, takes off our
chariot-wheels and makes us drive heavily (1 Sa. 1:7, 8), and as it is displeasing
to God, whose will it is that we should serve him cheerfully, Deu. 12:7. Mourner's
bread was polluted, Hos. 9:4. See Mal. 3:14.
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3. The acquiescence of Moses in this excuse: He was content, v. 20. Perhaps he
thought it justified what they had done. God had provided that what could not be
eaten might be burnt. Our unfitness for duty, when it is natural and not sinful, will
have great allowances made for it; and God will have mercy and not sacrifice. At
least he thought it did very much extenuate the fault; the spirit indeed was willing,
but the flesh was weak. God by Moses showed that he considered his frame. It
appeared that Aaron sincerely aimed at God's acceptance; and those that do so
with an upright heart shall find he is not extreme to mark what they do amiss. Nor
must we be severe in our animadversions upon every mistake, considering
ourselves, lest we also be tempted.

So Aaron veered from the commandment because he sought God's glory and honor,
while Nadab and Abihu were consumed for the veering from the commandment
because their error was motivated by their glory and self will.  So the motivation for
offering strange fire is revealed.  Men offer strange fire because they are seeking their
glory and not the Lord's.  So it is with the contemporary church today.  Whose glory is at
stake when there is a strange fire offered up?  

Aaron basically says, that he is in no condition of heart and mind to represent the
people before the Lord in eating the sacrifices.  So he burnt them because what was left
over from the priest that they did not eat was to be burnt.  Basically he had no appetite
to eat and was in mourning for his sons.  How could he, being in mourning, eat the
offering?   His sons did not eat the offerings or partake in burning them on the altar.  So
the Jews set a precedent from this text that the high priest could offer offerings while in
mourning but were not to eat of the offering, while regular priests could neither offer an
offering or eat of it.  
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