THERE IS NONE GOOD DO WE BELIEVE THIS?

9-25-16
Mark 10:17  And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 

Mark 10:18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. 

Mark 10:19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. 

Mark 10:20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth. 

Mark 10:21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 

Mark 10:22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 

Mark 10:23  And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 

Mark 10:24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 

Mark 10:25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

Mark 10:26 And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? 

Mark 10:27 And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible. 

Mark 10:28  Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. 

Mark 10:29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, 

Mark 10:30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 

Mark 10:31 But many that are first shall be last; and the last first. 

TEXT:

Matthew 19:17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 

THIS NEXT MONTH WE BEGIN WHAT WE CALL MISSIONS MONTH. AT THE HEART OF MISSIONS IS THE NEED TO SEE MEN SAVED.  BUT JUST HOW BADLY DO MEN NEED TO BE SAVED?  JUST HOW BAD ARE THEY?  IN PREPARATION FOR MISSONS MONTH, I THOUGHT I WOULD SHARE THIS MESSAGE.  HERE WE SEE OUR LORD'S APPROACH IN WINNING THIS RICH MAN TO HIMSELF -   

THERE IS NONE GOOD.

DO WE REALLY BELIVE THIS?

Now think about this statement. Our Lord says, “Why callest thou me good? There is none good but God.”  Such a basic statement that we know from the earliest beginnings of our Christian lives.  But do we really believe this?  

I.
FIRST CONSIDER THAT OUR LORD CORRECTED THIS RICH RULER ABOUT WHO IS GOOD:  DO WE REALLY BELIEVE THAT THERE IS NONE GOOD?  MAN'S SIN IS BAD ENOUGH TO CAUSE HIM TO BE BLINDED TO HIS OWN FAULTS:
Note:  Jesus had to rebuke this rich ruler because he was blinded to his own faults.  He really wanted to believe he could be good enough to earn heaven!

Mark 10:17  And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 

Mark 10:18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. 

Mark 10:19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. 
Mark 10:20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth. 
Mark 10:21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 

Mark 10:22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 
1.
THIS RICH MAN ACTUALLY THOUGHT HE COULD DO SOMETHING TO EARN ETERNAL LIFE.  He really thought it possible.  
Mark 10:17  And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do  that I may inherit eternal life? 

He was zealous to attain to a religious position of knowing that he would be a recipient of eternal life.

At the time that this was written, Israel was known all over the world as being a pious and religious nation; therefore the highest ambition and most noble thing a young man could do was to become a rabbi, Pharisee, or a religious leader in the nation.

So this man runs to Jesus.  He was an opportunist, and here was a great opportunity to hear from the greatest Rabbi of all what he needed to do to have eternal life and be guaranteed of it. 
2. NOTICE HE SAID “GOOD MASTER.” OUR LORD SAID, “WHY DO YOU CALL ME GOOD?”  YOU SEE, THIS YOUNG MAN REALLY DIDN'T BELIEVE, “THERE IS NONE GOOD.”
Mark 10:18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. 
THIS YOUNG MAN DIDN'T UNDERSTAND WHAT GOODNESS WAS, AND JESUS KNEW HE DIDN'T UNDERSTAND THE DEPRAVITY OF MAN.  JESUS WAS THE ONLY ONE WHO WAS GOOD, BUT THIS MAN THOUGHT THAT THERE WERE MANY THAT WERE GOOD, INCLUDING HIMSELF.

JESUS ASKED HIM WHY DID HE CALL HIM GOOD—NOT BECAUSE IT WAS NOT TRUE, BUT BECAUSE HE SAID IT WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING WHO HE WAS.  AS IF IT IS POSSIBLE FOR ANY MAN TO ATTAIN UNTO GOODNESS!

SIN IS SO BAD THAT IT DISTORTS OUR THINKING.   WE CANNOT SEE CLEARLY AS WE SHOULD. 

THE ONLY ONE THAT IS GOOD IS GOD. This man did not understand the divine nature of Christ. He didn't understand that He alone was without sin.  So our Lord rightly asks, “WHY DO YOU CALL ME GOOD?” 
3.
THIS RICH MAN THOUGHT IT POSSIBLE TO KEEP THE LAW TO BE GOOD. 

NOTE HE ASKED WHAT GOOD THING COULD HE DO TO HAVE ETERNAL LIFE?
JUST HOW BAD A SINNER IS MAN?

Mark 10:18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. 

Mark 10:19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. 
Mark 10:20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth. 
All these have I observed,  is that possible?  

HE THOUGHT IT WAS POSSIBLE, AND MAYBE OUTWARDLY THIS WOULD SEEM TO BE THE CASE. JOB HAD TO LEARN JUST HOW DEEP SIN WENT. THIS IS WHY HE REPENTED OF HIS BAD ATTITUDE WHEN THE LORD SHOWED HIM HIS HEART!
SIMON THE PHARISEE HAD TO LEARN A LESSON ABOUT COGNIZANCE OF OUR SIN NATURE AND LOVING GOD.  
Luke 7:39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner. 

Luke 7:40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. 

Luke 7:41 There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 

Luke 7:42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most? 

Luke 7:43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. 

Luke 7:44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. 

Luke 7:45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 

Luke 7:46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. 

Luke 7:47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 

Jeremiah 17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

Jeremiah 17:10 I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. 

The worst thing about sin is that it opens our hearts and minds to Satan and he in turn blinds our minds so we cannot see ourselves for what we really are. 

II Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 

II Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

This rich man actually thought he had kept the law perfectly.  All these things he kept from his youth he said.  There is nothing worse in the eyes of the Lord than self-righteousness. 
II.
JESUS SAID THAT THERE IS NONE GOOD, DO WE REALLY BELIEVE THIS,

OR DO WE ALLOW FOR MEN TO CLEAVE TO THEIR SIN AND CHRIST 

AND SAY IT IS OK?
Biggest problem in Christianity today is we make allowances for men who are not willing to leave their sin and cleave to Christ. 

I wonder how the average preacher would have approached this rich man?  

Mark 10:21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 

Mark 10:22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 

He went away grieved. 

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT IS:

Mark 12:29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 

Mark 12:30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 

Mark 12:31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. 

ANYTHING THAT YOU CLEAVE TO MORE THAN CHRIST IS AN IDOL -

How much did it cost you to become a Christian?

We see cheap conversions today, and so we have cheap Christians. 

How much did it cost you to become a Christian? 

HE WENT AWAY GRIEVED BECAUSE HE WAS NOT WILLING TO PAY THE COST.

THE REASON MOST PEOPLE GET SO LITTLE OUT OF THEIR CHRISTIANITY IS BECAUSE IT COST THEM SO LITTLE. THAT IS NOT TO SAY THAT WE CAN BUY OUR WAY INTO HEAVEN.

THE LORD CLARIFIED WHAT HE MEANT.

Mark 10:23  And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 

Mark 10:24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!  
Mark 10:25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

Mark 10:26 And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? 

Mark 10:27 And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible. 

Mark 10:28  Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. 

Mark 10:29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, 

Mark 10:30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 

JESUS SAID THERE IS NONE GOOD. DO WE REALLY BELIEVE THIS?

NO ONE CAN KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS PERFECTLY.

When I was presented the gospel the first time. I went away sorrowing.  Why? Because I was not willing to pay the price to get saved.  I loved my father, mother, house, homes, businesses, and careers more than Christ.  

BUT WE READ:

Mark 10:21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 

Jesus loved me enough to work in my life to make me see the vanity of everything in this life. I needed to see that Christ is worth more than anything that this life has to offer.

SO DO YOU BELIEVE THIS??? 

Or do you think man is pretty good and only needs a little dose of salvation?   

Notice: Jesus did not say and do all these things out of malice for this man. 

He said it out of love.  

Do we preach out of love? 

This is the same word--agape love, as is written in John 3 16.

John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
John 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

Jesus did not say these things to this rich ruler to condemn him, but that he might be saved.  He did not say it in anger with malice in his voice. He said in such a manner that the disciples said he loved this man!  
III.
THERE IS NONE GOOD?  DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE THIS?  

MAN IS SO BAD THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE IN AND OF HIMSELF TO BE SAVED.
EVERY MAN IS THAT BAD.  SO BAD HE IS IN A HELPLESS HOPELESS STATE.

Mark 10:22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 

Mark 10:23  And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 

Mark 10:24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 

Mark 10:25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

Mark 10:26 And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? 

Mark 10:27 And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible. 

Note:  It is nothing short of a miracle when a person gets saved. 

Mark 9:43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

Mark 9:44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

Mark 9:45 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

Mark 9:46 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

Mark 9:47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire: 

Mark 9:48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

Here is a man that said all these commandments have I kept.

Here is a man that never killed.

Here is a man that was morally pure. 

Never committed fornication.  

Never cheated on his wife.

Never stole.  

Honest man and not one to make a living by fraudulent means. 

Never lied, swindled or cheated.

Honored his parents. 

ONE THING THAT KEPT ME FROM GETTING SAVED: I COULDN'T BELIEVE THAT MY FRIENDS AND FAMILY WERE BAD ENOUGH TO DESERVE HELL. 

**********************************

How bad a sinner is man? 

SIN IS LIKE AN OPPORTUNISTIC MONSTER IN YOUR LIFE. 

THE WORST SINNER IS THE ONE WHO DOES NOT SEE THE DANGER OF THAT MONSTER  IN HIS LIFE.  HE IS CAPABLE OF THE WORST SINS BECAUSE HE SEES HIMSELF AS RIGHTEOUS AND JUSTIFIED IN HIS CONDEMNATION OF OTHERS.

IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT THERE IS NO MAN WHOSE SIN IS NOT BAD ENOUGH TO CAUSE HIM TO DESERVE HELL. 

IN FACT, THE WORST SINNER IS THE ONE WHO DOES NOT SEE HIMSELF AS BEING ALL THAT BAD. 

I BELIEVE DAVID FORGOT HOW BAD A SINNER HE WAS WHEN HE HEARD NATHAN THE PROPHET TELL THE STORY ABOUT THE MAN WHO STOLE HIS NEIGHBOUR’S PET LAMB, KILLED IT, AND COOKED IT FOR HIS GUESTS. HE WAS READY TO HAVE THIS FICTITIOUS SINNER BURNED AT THE STAKE. 

NATHAN HAD TO DECLARE THAT THE SINNER WAS REALLY DAVID.  

WHAT MAKES MAN'S SIN SO BAD IS THAT IT CAUSES HIM TO BECOME HARD ON OTHERS.  

SELF-RIGHTEOUS ANNAS THE HIGH PRIEST SAID,  “IT WAS EXPEDIENT THAT ONE DIE FOR NATION.”

HYPOCRITICAL CAIN SAID, “AM I MY BROTHERS KEEPER?”

THE HEART OF MISSIONS OUTREACH IS BELIEVING THAT MAN IS BAD ENOUGH TO DESERVE THE ETERNAL FLAMES OF HELL, AND THAT WITHOUT SALVATION HE IS DOOMED FOR A DEVIL’S HELL.
IV.
THERE IS NONE GOOD. DO WE REALLY BELIEVE THIS?

THEN WE NEED TO SHARE THIS WITH OTHERS.
Mark 10:23  And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 

Mark 10:24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 

Mark 10:25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

Mark 10:26 And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? 

Mark 10:27 And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible. 

The hardest mission field is right here in America. 

HOW HARD IT IS FOR THOSE WHO TRUST IN RICHES TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD …

Men came to America not for riches. They were looking for a place where they could be free to worship God and raise their families in an atmosphere of holiness and separation. PILGRIMS AND PURITANS CAME. 

As our nation became prosperous, more people came for riches, until today we have become one of the wealthiest and the most ungodly nations in the world.

How bad is man's sin? So bad that it is harder for a camel to go through an eye of a needle than for most wealthy Americans to get saved. 

WHY? BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT WILLING TO PUT CHRIST FIRST.  

How bad a sinner is man?  He is so bad that without salvation, God must send him to a devil's hell. 

DO WE REALLY BELIEVE THIS? 

AND IF WE BELIEVE THIS, ARE WE WILLING TO GET THE GOSPEL OUT TO THOSE WHO NEED IT?

NEXT MONTH IS MISSIONS MONTH … WE WILL HAVE A LOT OF FILIPINOS WITH US DURING OUR MISSIONS MONTH BECAUSE OF MY VISIT TO THE PHILIPPINES FOR ABOUT ONE MONTH ...  

While I was there, Pastor Abante said to me, “Why don't you come to the Philippines to teach in the Bible college? I said, “No, America has a greater need than the Philippines.”  You see, we can raise money here and send it to the Filipino pastors—and they can do a much better job there than I. 

But who is going to come here, stick to the stuff, and hold out the light to a people who are saturated in materialism? I want to see this country salvaged for the gospel.   IF REVIVAL COMES TO AMERICA, IT WILL BE A GREATER MIRACLE. Why? Because it is harder for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  

DO WE BELIEVE IT?

STORY:   

A fellow worked in factory where they needed to insure that there was absolutely no water in some glass flasks that they used for their mixing chemicals. The company had a certain chemical that reacted to water, so in order to insure that the flasks were void of water they would put a drop of this chemical in the glass tube, and it would literally puff up and cause a chain reaction in the tube, burning up any water or moisture that was present.

One of the employees of that company thought it would be neat to use this chemical at a party sometime to impress his guests. So it hid some in his lunch pail, took it home, and hid it in a drawer, forgetting about it for many years. Then one night while he was entertaining some friends in his home, he remembered he had a flask of this chemical tucked away in the drawer.  So he brought it down and put a drop of it in a glass; flames shot up and everyone was amazed.

After the demonstration the man took the chemical in hand and the charred glass into the kitchen.  As he was headed to the sink to deposit the glass used for his little demonstration, he tripped and the special chemical flew out of his hand into the sink and exploded. In trying to catch the flask the man got his face too close to the sink, and some of the chemical and water splashed on his face. 

He began to scream as his face literally ignited in flames. 

One of his friends took a damp towel and tried to help him, but as he took the towel and put it on his face his face literally started burning again.  He screamed, “I'm burning, it is like hell.  Someone help me!” 

He was rushed to the hospital, and none of the nurses knew what to do, not knowing what kind of chemical this was. So they called a special surgeon who had expertise with working with burn patients from the Vietnam War. The surgeon also happened to be a Christian.  As he came into the emergency room, he could hear the patient screaming, “Help me, I'm in hell—help me!”  The Christian doctor told the man that he could help him, but it would be a painful procedure. As they prepared him, the doctor asked him if he was a Christian. The man said, “Yes, I am.”  The doctor said, “This is going to be painful. What I need to do is to peel off a layer of skin on your face—it is the only way to help you.” The man kept screaming, “It's like hell—it's like hell…!” Then the doctor said, “You are a Christian, aren't you?”  He again replied, “Yes.”  “Do you know anyone who is lost in their sins?”  He said, “Yes, many people.” Then the doctor said, “Now you know what they are going to experience if they don't get saved.  You'll live to be able to tell them.  Then he proceeded to peel layer after layer of skin off that man's face.  

THE RICH MAN SAID, “GOOD MASTER, WHAT MUST I DO TO INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE?”

JESUS SAID, “THERE IS NONE GOOD BUT GOD.”  

Mark 10:21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 

JESUS SAID THAT GOD CAN EVEN TAKE RICH MEN AND SAVE THEM.

WE NEED TO SEE THEM AS SINNERS BOUND FOR A DEVIL'S HELL AND NOT AS GOOD PEOPLE.  THIS IS MISSIONS. WILL YOU BE A MISSIONARY TO THOSE AROUND YOU?  NO, THERE IS NONE GOOD—AND EVERY MAN WE KNOW MUST BE CHALLENGED TO BELIEVE THAT. LET US GO WITH COMPASSION AND LOVE TO SHARE THE STORY OF SALVATION TO ALL THAT WILL HEAR.



