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SOUL WINNING-THE FULL PROCESS
Galatians 4:19 My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you, 

Soul Winning is seeing Christ formed in people:

This follows the pattern of Child birth.
I.
A Person must first receive the word of God and be born again:
I Peter 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 

This is planting and watering. 

I Corinthians 3:6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 

I Corinthians 3:7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 

I Corinthians 3:8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. 

There will be an award given by the Lord to those who are faithful to this task of sowing the Word of God and being faithful to the task of witnessing.  We sow the seed of the Word of God, and God gives increase as He sees fit.  

We are helpless to give spiritual life. We only sow the seed that in turn gives that life to others.  God's Word will produce life as we are faithful in sowing that Word and sharing it with others.  What we need to do is be faithful in that endeavor. 
II.
Then there must be a time of labor and travail to help a new Christian become stable in the faith:
Sowing the seed of the Word of God is only the first step of soul winning. The real work begins after a person receives the message and receives Christ.  This is only the beginning.  

This takes longer than the conception process.

It only takes a split second for a physical baby to be conceived.

It takes nine months to bring the baby into the world.

The nine month pregnancy period is as important as any other time in the process.

If a person comes forward for salvation or someone receives your witness, it is very important they follow through on their decision.

Not enough just to hear a good message, and respond favorably.

We need to let the Word of God do its work to strengthen that new born babe, etc.
III.
The reason most new converts do not endure is because, people are not willing to sacrifice in the labor and travail period for them.
He is how this works:

Acts 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 

Acts 20:18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons, 

Acts 20:19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: 

Acts 20:20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house, 
Acts 20:21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1.
THERE SHOULD BE A PUBLIC TEACHING OF THE WORD OF GOD:
That is Church time.  Assembling together those who believe. 
2.
THERE NEEDS TO BE A PRIVATE TEACHING TIME OF THE WORD OF GOD:
This is that time that is given to hone in on specific areas of need.

To answer questions, etc.
IV.
TO SEE LONG LASTING FRUIT WE NEED A GROUP OF SOUL WINNERS WHO ARE WILLING TO OPEN UP THEIR LIVES AND HOMES TO THE MINISTRY OF SEEING CHRIST FORMED IN PEOPLE:  
This can only take place as we are either willing to go to other peoples homes, or are willing to open up our homes to people.

Logical sequence:

1.
Pray for a person that you really care about and would willing to sacrifice for.

2.
This person or couple you need to be willing to:

A.
Bring to Church.

B.
Open up your home to or be willing to go to their home.

C.
Spend quality time with.

D.
Be spent for.

E.
Have a long term fellowship relationship with.
V.
YOU NEED TO BE WILLING TO WORK IN COOPERATION WITH THE LOCAL CHURCH AND PASTOR TO HELP BRING THIS PERSON TO MATURITY.
I John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. 

The healthiest place for a baby to be conceived is in the womb.

Test tube babies cannot survive outside of the womb.

Every Christian needs a local church to be a healthy and normal Christian.

The early Christians died for the right to assemble together.

Christians in China and other countries today are being persecuted for having churches.

YOU NEED A LOCAL CHURCH, AND ANY PERSON WHO DOES NOT SUPPORT THE LOCAL CHURCH IS NOT GOING TO SEE LASTING FRUIT IN THEIR FAMILIES AND IN THEIR SOUL WINNING OUTREACH MINISTRIES.

Children will go wayward.

Family members will not serve God.

You will have heartache and problems. 

Relatives will never come to Christ as they could and should.

II Corinthians 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 

II Corinthians 6:15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 

II Corinthians 6:16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

II Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 

II Corinthians 6:18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

II Corinthians 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

The local Church is umbilical cord or lifeline for born again believers, it is the dispenser of food, and spiritual nourishment. 

I have yet to see people who will have lasting fruit for many generations who have abandoned God's Church.

It doesn't matter how Godly they may seem. They will not perpetuate that Godliness to successive generations and to family and friends.

PAUL CALLS THE CHURCH THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH:

I Timothy 3:15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 

VI.
APPLICATION AND INVITATION:
As we enter missions month we need to realize that it is not enough to support world wide missions to the neglect of local missions. If we do not reach out and have spiritual offspring, we cannot perpetuate this church.

It is not enough to witness. We need to be willing to be spent for those we witness to.  

Fall is upon us, we are going into missions month next month.  I hope each of us will have a heart for missions.  What is missions? Missions is simply obeying the great commission.  That commission is three fold.  

Matthew 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

Matthew 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

It starts with going and telling others about Christ.  This is spreading the seed of the Word of God.  This is where it starts.  Jesus said go.. The Lord promises a reward to those who obey this commission.  

Jesus mildly rebuked his disciples in John Chapter 4 when he won the woman at the well to Himself,  for failing to have a heart to win lost people.  We read the following in John Chapter 4:  

John 4:27  And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he talked with the woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why talkest thou with her? 

John 4:28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men, 

John 4:29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? 

John 4:30 Then they went out of the city, and came unto him. 

John 4:31  In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, eat. 

John 4:32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of. 

John 4:33 Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat? 

John 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 

John 4:35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 

John 4:36 And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. 

John 4:37 And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. 

John 4:38 I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye are entered into their labours. 

John 4:39  And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did. 

John 4:40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two days. 

John 4:41 And many more believed because of his own word; 

Notice what Jesus said about their ministry and service.  

John 4:38 I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye are entered into their labours. 

He rebuked them because they lost out on an opportunity to gain eternal rewards because they were more interested in eating and earthly things.  

Only the Lord knows how many opportunities we have missed out on to receive eternal rewards in this matter of winning others for His kingdom.  The disciples missed out because they were more interested in eating lunch than witnessing to others.  How many ties do we miss out of receiving eternal wages?

Years ago, I was working a sales job, and I was on straight commission.  In other words if I did not sell I did not get paid. My boss and I were working at an promotion in Honesdale and we were set up in a shopping plaza right next to a McDonalds. It was in the afternoon about lunch time, and I said to my boss "I'm hungry for a milkshake,  how about you?"  He said yeah. Back then we use to use an old expression "I'll buy if you fly."  Then my boss said to me, "I'll buy if you fly."  I said ok, so he handed me a few dollars and I went out to buy us two milkshakes.  Back then a dollar could buy you a Milkshake!  When I came back he was writing up a receipt for a large sale on a organ.  Suddenly I looked at that $1.00 milkshake and realized that dollar milkshake cost me a whole weeks pay. Someday when we stand before the Lord there will be regrets because of lost rewards we could have had but traded those rewards for the sweet things of this life.    

When the disciples came back to our Lord with their hamburgers and milkshakes, our Lord said, 

John 4:32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of. 

John 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 

Can we not sacrifice some of the pleasures of this temporal world to receive eternal rewards in the next?  

This morning we talked about having a heart for the things of the Lord like Timothy did.  The greatest thing that pleases the Lord is seeking to bring others to Him.  That is no where more evident then in what we read in Romans 10:15.  God says that the very feet of those who witness he calls beautiful. 

Romans 10:15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 

Imagine, the God who made all the beautiful things of this life, looks at those who preach His good tidings as beautiful.  

CONCLUSION:
Will you commit yourself, to reaching out to others?  

This is our commission, this should be our passion.  

God promises a special crown in His kingdom for those who faithfully work for Him in this task. 

JOH 4:35    Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.

JOH 4:36    And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together.

When we give ourselves to this task there will be joy and rejoicing for those who gather this eternal fruit.  



