
LIFE MESSAGE
BEING A VESSEL OF HONOR

II Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but
also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. 
II Timothy 2:21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto
honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, [and] prepared unto every good work.

I Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which [was
bestowed] upon me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all: yet not
I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

Consider:

I. TO BE A VESSEL OF HONOR YOU NEED TO GIVE GOD THE GLORY FOR
MAKING YOU!

II. TO BE A VESSEL OF HONOR YOU NEED TO SOBERLY RECOGNIZE GOD'S
CALLING IN YOUR LIFE

III. TO BE A VESSEL OF HONOR YOU NEED TO SEEK TO BE PROFITABLE
FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD..  

IV. TO BE A VESSEL OF HONOR YOU NEED TO ENDURE IN GOD'S SERVICE
TILL HE TAKES YOU HOME.. 

BEING A VESSEL OF HONOR FOR GOD

Intro:  Paul said this:

II Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but
also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. 
II Timothy 2:21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto
honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, [and] prepared unto every good work.

We are created by God to honor Him.  How sad it is that we read this about God's
creation.. 

Romans 9:20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall
the thing formed say to him that formed [it], Why hast thou made me thus? 
Romans 9:21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to
make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 
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Romans 9:22 [What] if God, willing to shew [his] wrath, and to make his
power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to
destruction: 
Romans 9:23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the
vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, 
Romans 9:24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of
the Gentiles? 

It is God who has created us, and a wise man will look and recognize the finger of God
in his life.  David did when he wrote. 

Psalms 139:13 For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my
mother's womb. 
Psalms 139:14 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully [and] wonderfully made:
marvellous [are] thy works; and [that] my soul knoweth right well. 
Psalms 139:15 My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret,
[and] curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 
Psalms 139:16 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy
book all [my members] were written, [which] in continuance were fashioned, when
[as yet there was] none of them. 

What is the earliest recollection you have? Have you ever looked back on your life and
recognized all that God has done in your life, even the wonderful way he made you?
Can you look back at the blessings and the chastenings..  Can you see the hand of God
in your life.  
 
I have sat down and thought about my life and I can see in retrospect how God had his
hand on me, a sinner saved by grace.  Everyone that Jesus saves is a trophy of his
grace.  

The earliest recollection I have of my life is when I was in my crib as a baby..  My
mother had put me in for a nap and all of a sudden it was like a light bulb came on and
my brain started up like a video camera and actual memories started.  I was in
Levittown and there was a bedroom on the main floor of the house and I had to be
about 1-2 years old.  The reason I know that is because we lived in Levittown for a short
while and then moved to Hazelton a few years before I was in Kindergarten and then in
the third grade we moved back to Levittown.  So I had to be really young when this
occurred.  That was my first memory and I was sad because my 2 sisters and brother
were in the back yard playing without me.  I could hear them laughing and having a
good time.  I felt like I was imprisoned in my crib and for all intense and purposes I was.

What was I doing taking a nap while everyone else was out having fun?

I thank God my first memory was not a bad memory.  Maybe I remember it because it
really hit me that I was missing out on the fun.  God made us to be social creatures.  We
want to be with others.  What a blessing brothers and sisters are.  So my earliest
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memory is a desire to be with my brother and sisters. My earliest memory is that of not
wanting to be alone.  From then on out, I guarantee..  Frank Bissol did not like to take
naps when he was a kid.  I got kicked out of kindergarten because when they tried to
get everyone to nap I refused and made a scene.  Besides..  who wants to take a nap
with all these strangers anyway.  That is weird. 

I. TO BE A VESSEL OF HONOR YOU NEED TO GIVE GOD THE GLORY FOR
MAKING YOU AND WE NEED TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIS WORK IN OUR LIFE!

Psalms 139:5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon
me. 
Psalms 139:6 [Such] knowledge [is] too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot
[attain] unto it. 
Psalms 139:7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy
presence? 
Psalms 139:8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou [art] there: if I make my bed in
hell, behold, thou [art there]. 

The Bible says, 

I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  How is it that God made us, uniquely, with
memories, and passions and understanding.  

According to the Bible, God knew me before I was even conceived. God has all my
members recorded in his book.  God called me from the womb.  So it is with you. I am
so glad that it never entered my mind to question why God made me..  I am so glad that
my parents didn't try to let me decide what gender I was.  No one ever questioned that
back then.   

Think about how the Satan is working to make every child a vessel unto dishonor.  The
first step in being a vessel unto dishonor is to question God and say..  WHY HAST
THOU MADE ME SO.. 

Romans 9:20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the
thing formed say to him that formed [it], Why hast thou made me thus? 
Romans 9:21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make
one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 

Now the greatest thing that we can do in this short life that God has given us, is to be a
vessel unto honour.  We need to cooperate with his design for our lives.  

The first thing we need to do to be a vessel unto honour is to give God the glory for
making you!  The vessels of dishonour question their creator and say.. "WHY HAST
THOU MADE ME SO.."  The vessel of honor marvels that God took note of them and
surrenders to the will of God for their lives.  
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It is God that made me..  the very first step we need to take in being a vessel unto honor
is to give our creator the glory due his name. 

Now every child needs to be nurtured in the things of God.  

We by nature are foolish and left to ourselves we will go astray.  

When I look back at my life and my childhood I could see the hand of God drawing me
to himself, chastening me when I got out of line, It is God who molded me..

It is God who molds you..  

If you are going to be a vessel unto honor you will yield to his hand.  

God brings all things into your life for his honor and glory.  

My wife and I are going away Monday ..  we will be back next Sunday for children's
Sunday. Make sure you come out Wednesday we have brother Bryan McDonald
scheduled to speak ..  he is going to give a report on his ministry.   Meanwhile we plan
to stop at Sight and Sound and see the David musical play.  

Sight and Sound was founded by a farmer by the name of Glenn Eshelman.. I heard
him giving his testimony.  He said, that Sight and Sound started when he was a child.
He liked drawing farm scenes with his childhood crayons.  A highlight of his childhood
was when his parents got him the ultimate crayon set of 64 colors.  Then when he was
8 years old his parents got him three paint brushes and some oil colors to paint with.
When he was 12 he entered one of his paintings in the county fair and won a blue
ribbon.  That is when people started paying him to paint pictures of their farms.  He
would go to the farm show in Harrisburg to paint and display his paintings and take
enough orders for the year.  Farmers would hire him to paint a portrait of their farm.
Then it became hard for him to remember the details of the farm and then he bought a
camera to take pictures of the farms so he could remember the details for the portraits.
From that he began to do paintings for Bible stories.  Churches would ask him to come
and present his slides combined with other slides and present these to churches.  Then
in 1976 they rented space at the Lancaster Bible college to do presentations where
people came to them.  And that was the start of Sight and Sound.  When did it start.. It
started with that little boy who was enamored with drawing pictures with crayons!  
 
But where did all this start.. it started with God molding Glenn Eshelman... from the
womb. 

Psalms 139:13 For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my
mother's womb. 
Psalms 139:14 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully [and] wonderfully made:
marvellous [are] thy works; and [that] my soul knoweth right well. 
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Psalms 139:15 My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret,
[and] curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 
Psalms 139:16 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy
book all [my members] were written, [which] in continuance were fashioned, when
[as yet there was] none of them. 

  
A vessel unto honor acknowledges this and cooperates with the grace of God.
Glen understood what God did in his life and gives him the glory for it. 

Did not God say to Jeremiah:

Jeremiah 1:5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou
camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, [and] I ordained thee a prophet
unto the nations. 

Did not God predict that someday a King by the name of Josiah would destroy the
Jeroboam's Altar  about 300 years before it happened.  

Was it not prophesied of Josiah that he would burn the bones of the prophets of Baal
upon the altar of Jeroboam.  God knew this 300 years before it happened. 

I Kings 13:2 And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and said, O
altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of
David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places
that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee. 

Did Not God call Cyrus by name about 150 years before he was born to be raised up to
be a deliver for Israel.  

Isaiah 44:28 That saith of Cyrus, [He is] my shepherd, and shall perform all my
pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy
foundation shall be laid. 
Isaiah 45:1 Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I
have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to
open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; 
Isaiah 45:4 For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called
thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. 

When the leaders of Israel told Amos the prophet to stop preaching and to stop
prophesying he said this:

Amos 7:14  Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I [was] no prophet,
neither [was] I a prophet's son; but I [was] an herdman, and a gatherer of
sycomore fruit: 
Amos 7:15 And the LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said
unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. 

5



Look, I was not raised in the church, I was not preacher material nor the son of a
preacher.  Yet God said to me ..  go preach.  

I don't know about you.  But this one thing I declare this morning I want to be a vessel of
honor.  I want to cooperate with God and do his will.  He has given me a little ministry.  I
do not look at it as a little thing.  I look at it as a big thing.  I want to do his will.  I want to
be a vessel of honor.  

So I come to this place and do his will for my life.  I don't know the specifics for the will
of God for your life but it would be good to look back and see what he is doing and what
he has done in your life.  

I can tell you this God made me that little boy in a crib with that early memory of my
brother and sisters outside playing without me and I wanted to do something besides be
alone.  God never made us to go it alone.  He said it was not good for man to be alone.
To this day I don’t like working alone, I like working as a team.  

It is God that forms us.. 
It is God that puts desires in our hearts.. 

Philippians 2:13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of [his]
good pleasure. 

II. TO BE A VESSEL OF HONOR YOU NEED TO SOBERLY RECOGNIZE GOD'S
CALLING IN YOUR LIFE

What is God's calling for you in this life. Everyone of us has a calling.

II Peter 1:10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling
and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:  

I don't know the specifics for you but there is general call that God puts out for every
vessel of honor.  We call this Salvation.  Peter refers this to God's calling and election. 

Everyone of us by nature are running from God.  

Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
Romans 3:11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after
God. 
Romans 3:12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become
unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

I Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know [them], because they are
spiritually discerned. 
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The most powerful thing you have spiritually is your testimony.  Your testimony is about
God's calling and election in your life. It is how God called you to himself.  It is your
story. For me I can see how God was drawing me to himself even before I knew him.  

There is a reason that my earliest recollection in life was that memory of wanting to get
out of my crib and do something. That crib to me was like a jail and it was a horrible
feeling being locked up in that crib.  It was like prison.  I was probably only a baby..
maybe between 1-2 years old.  My mother says I had to be a baby.  I do not even
remember how I got out of that crib but I remember not feeling good about being there.
Do you know my name Frank means to be free.  Maybe that is why I did not like being
imprisoned in that crib? 

That was probably a spark that I received to do something.  I don't want to be locked up
doing nothing.  

So there was a spark to do something.. I don't know what but it was there.  My family
moved from Levittown to Hazelton when I was little.  Then when I was in Hazelton and a
little boy of about 7-8 years old every Italian family made their kids take music lessons. I
was always behind my brother in lessons he always did better than me. 

I remember for Christmas one year, my parents got my brother and I boxing gloves for
Christmas. Back then, I was a little bigger than my older brother.  Would you believe I
used to beat him up with those boxing gloves.  To this day I don't know if he just let me
beat him up or if I really did. 

One day I was sitting alone in the house practicing my accordion, when this thought
come into my mind. I thought to myself.  I wonder if I could beat up the devil.  So I put
my accordion down and started boxing with the devil and I imagined I beat him up.
Maybe God looked at that and smiled and said, I think there is a good candidate for a
preacher..  I'll think I will call him to the Elkdale Baptist Church someday to wrestle with
the devil in West Clifford.  It's a small place and he can't make too much trouble there.  

My first name means to be Free and my last name in Yiddish means little.  One thing I
love about being the Pastor at the Elkdale Baptist Church is that I have a lot of freedom
and because we are a little country church there is not a lot of politicking here.  I hate
politics and am not very good at it.  

When we moved back to Levittown my brother decided to quit taking lessons and for
some reason I still wanted to continue in music. It doesn't make any sense; I was never
as good as him.  I still don't know why, to this day, when my mom asked if I wanted to
quit I said no I will keep going.  

Then when I was 13 years old something sparked and I really started to like music.
Every summer I would go to Hazelton to visit my grandparents and one day I heard my
cousin next door practicing with a little combo band.  I went over and they invited me to
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play some music with them. They thought I was pretty good. You see I could always
play freely and played by ear.  Most people only could play what was written.  To this
day I don't know why. 

My cousin took me to a little music store in Hazleton owned by a fellow by the name of
Johnny Marrotto and he demoed a little combo organ for us.  My cousin said to me
Frankie.. this is what you need.  Again it was that little boy in a crib that made we want
to get one of those little organs. When I got home that summer I begged my parents to
get me an organ.  I was about 13 years old.  

That year when I went back to school I met some friends who had little combo bands
who played weddings and different parties and actually got paid to play music.  Back
then if you pumped gas or worked in a grocery store for 8 hours you might make about
30 dollars a day.  I asked my bodies how much they got paid for playing at a wedding.
They said they got $50.00 each.  That was a lot of money back then for a kid.  So I went
and told my parents if they bought me an organ I could pay them back.  So they bought
me a home organ and latter a portable organ to play out with.  I was 13 years old at the
time.  

I started playing little parties and weddings.  It was then that I decided that was what I
wanted to do with my life.  When I was 16 years old I begged my parents to  co sign a
loan so I could get a van and an Hammond organ and piano so I could take piano
lessons and play out with a combo band.  I promised I would pay them back and I did.
Every time I played out I would give my mother something towards the payments.
When I was 16 years old I was playing night clubs all over the Philadelphia area in a trio
with Bobby Love and Joe Lomardo.  We were called the Joe Lombardo Trio.  

Then around 1969-1970 I meet Peter Accardi who asked me to come play keyboards in
his band.  So I left the Trio and started working with Peter Accardi.  We were doing
pretty good when Peter called a meeting of the band and told us how he got saved.  We
thought he was nuts. I rejected the gospel and fought against it.  

But as the Lord said to Paul..  it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks so it was with
me.  God kept coming at me.  It was my last year of college and Gideon’s handed me a
Bible and tried to witness to me.  This spooked me out.  Then a friend got saved.
Again, God was coming after me.  

What I didn't know was I was still that little baby locked up in a crib and suddenly I
realized that God was trying to set me free.  I thought I found my life but I realized the
truth that.. 

Matthew 10:39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my
sake shall find it.  

October 27th 1974 I was invited to a little church in Valley Forge area and there I
received Christ as my Savior.  God had prepared all this to bring me to him.  He was
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drawing me and working in my life.  From the little baby in the crib, to the little boy who
tried to beat up the devil with boxing gloves.. to the teenager who begged his parents to
buy him a Hammond Organ and a van so he could play out professionally, to the young
man playing  in a Rock band with Peter Accardi...  It was all God's calling and Election..
It was God who kept coming and coming..  and trying to draw me to himself.  

Then that Sunday Morning October 27th 1974 Jesus set that little babe free from
Satan's crib.  I gave the devil a bloody nose with armor of God and the weapon of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.  

This is the first step to being a Vessel of Honor.  This is where it must start.  

MAKE YOUR CALLING AND ELECTION SURE..  Can you look back on how God has
worked in your life to bring you to himself.  WHAT IS YOUR TESTIMONY!  

I believe it was God to get me where I needed to be to hear the gospel. It was God that
put it in my heart to beg my parents to co sign for that loan to buy me a Hammond
organ.  It was God that lead me to quit playing in that trio band with a fellow by the
name of Joe Lombardo. The truth is I was making a lot of money playing the trio band.
There were only three of us.  But it was God that led me to work with Peter Accardi. 

A few years after that Peter Accardi got gloriously saved and witnessed to me and a
little over a year later I got saved.  This was all God's design.  

I came up to Baptist Bible college as a music major, I had no desire to be a preacher.  I
think of what Amos said, I was no prophet nor was I the son of a prophet.  I was not
raised in a Christian home.  I had no Bible background.  Everything in Bible college was
new to me.    

Now if you are going to be a vessel unto honor, that purpose and calling needs to be
from God.  

II Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of
silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.
II Timothy 2:21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel
unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, [and] prepared unto every
good work. 

Notice Paul says, in a great house there are vessels of honor and dishonor. 

What is that house. Let me suggest to you that he is talking about the house of God.  

This house is the church of God. 
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I Timothy 3:15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth. 

When you get saved, when you become a Christian, you become part of the household
of God.  Everything in your life God brings to draw you to himself.  

To be a vessel of honor you first have to acknowledge him as your creator and
recognize him for what he has done in your life. 

Then to be a vessel of Honor, you need to recognize your calling and election. 

II Peter 1:10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling
and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 

Can you see how God worked in your life to bring you to the point where you see your
purpose in life is to be saved and to be a vessel of honor in the God's house. 

When you first get saved, you have a lot of unbiblical thinking.  Just as I bucked
salvation, so it seems I bucked about everything that was God's will for my life. I bucked
baptism, I bucked church membership.  When you get saved, you carry with you a lot of
bad thinking.  Your thinking needs to be converted.  

I remember coming up to Baptist Bible College and sitting in on classes.  I meet Charlie
Ware one weekend, and Charlie asked me if I was a member of any church.  I
remember telling him, that church was all right for families, but for a single guy like me,
it's different.  I remember he looked at me and said, Brother Bissol, you're right, church
is for families, Church is for the family of God and then he said, are you part of the
family of God?  

That next year I surrendered to Baptism and Church membership.  I started attending all
the services.  Sunday School, Sunday Morning, Sunday Evening, Wednesday Prayer
Meeting.  I mean I was all in..  I was not for part time service.. I wanted to be a full
service Christian.  I didn't want to be in the secret service.. I wanted to be in the public
services.  I didn't want to be a part-time Christian..  I wanted to be a full-time christian.  

III. TO BE A VESSEL OF HONOR YOU NEED TO SEEK TO BE PROFITABLE
FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD..  

Every vessel of honor needs to have a purpose and service.  Vessels of honor have a
purpose.  A coffee cup is designed to carry coffee.  A frying pan is designed to fry eggs
and other things in.  Which of you don't have your favorite vessels and utensils in your
house? 
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We have this great kitchen table that I got for my wife.  I made sure it had a drawer right
where I sit.. Where I can reach down and get a spoon or a fork  or a knife.  Now these
utensils are special..  because they are close to me. 

My grandfather used to sit in the same spot at the same table every time I came there,
that was his favorite chair.  He would use the same fork to eat his spaghetti.  It had bent
prongs.  One day I asked him why the prongs were bent on his fork.  He said it was so
he could get more spaghetti on his fork.  

Which of us in our houses do not have our favorite vessels?  

But then there are some vessels that are thrown out because they cannot be used.
They are marred, they are worthless.  They need to be cast out.  
 
If you want to be a vessel of honor you need to be profitable for the Kingdom of God.
You want to be a vessel of honor ..  be profitable.  

I Timothy 4:8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all
things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. 

A person that is godly will be profitable for the ministry.. 

Who keeps vessels around that are good for nothing?  

What needs to be true about our lives to be profitable for God's house?

1. WE NEED TO BE FAITHFUL..  

In the parable of the talents given to the servants the Lord says to those who are
faithful.  

Matthew 25:23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter
thou into the joy of thy lord.   

God does not ask you to be faithful for what you don't have or can't do.. he just asks you
to be faithful for what he has entrusted you with and the abilities he has given you. 

2. WE NEED TO BE DEPENDABLE 

Who likes it when he gets in his car and turns the ignition and you never know whether
it will start or won't start.  If you have a vessel in your house that is not dependable, it
becomes a vessel of dishonor.  

11



It does not matter how talented you are or how smart you are you still have within you
the power to be faithful, and you can be dependable..

3. WE NEED TO BE AVAILABLE

II Timothy 2:4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of [this] life;
that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

You cannot be a vessel of honor when you are not available to be used of the Lord. If
you are too busy for God you are too busy.  All these earthly entanglements are
someday going to burn.  They will be worthless.

4. YOU NEED TO BE OBEDIENT 

God cannot use a rebel.  Someone who will not follow orders will be a detriment to the
Kingdom of God.  

Remember Satan with all his talents and abilities has become an enemy of the Kingdom
of God because of his disobedience and rebellion.  

I Samuel 15:23 For rebellion [is as] the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness [is as]
iniquity and idolatry....

5. YOU NEED TO CARE ABOUT THE WORK OF THE LORD.. 

Philippians 2:20 For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your
state. 
Philippians 2:21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's. 

Of all the men that served with Paul there was no one like Timothy who had a passion
for the ministry and cared about the work of God and the people of God.  

Some people just don't have a care or passion for the ministry.  There is no heart for the
things of God. 

To be a vessel of honor you need to care about pleasing God and being profitable for
his ministry.  

IV. TO BE A VESSEL OF HONOR YOU NEED TO ENDURE IN GOD'S SERVICE
TILL HE TAKES YOU HOME.. 

Now you can be all of the above that we mentioned, but lack one thing and you will fail
to be a vessel of honor. That quality is the virtue of endurance.  

Think about this, what do you do with something in your house that no longer works and
is profitable for nothing? 
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When it comes to this point.. what you usually do is throw it away.  Paul even warned
about his own life when he said, 

I Corinthians 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 
I Corinthians 9:25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all
things. Now they [do it] to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 
I Corinthians 9:26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that
beateth the air: 
I Corinthians 9:27 But I keep under my body, and bring [it] into subjection: lest that
by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 

There are a lot of people that start out good and show a lot of promise but then fizzle
out. There are a lot of people that just give up and quit before they hit the finish line.
They do not have a vision to cross the finish line.    

Galatians 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not. 

Matthew 13:23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth
the word, and understandeth [it]; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some
an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

If you do not endure you will not be rewarded..  

If your going to be a vessel unto honor you need to most of all endure to the end.  Jesus
said he that endureth to the end shall be saved.  Now I know that verse is talking about
the tribulation period and maybe I am using it out of context but the wording fits for what
I am trying to illustrate.  If your going to be a vessel unto honor ENDURE TO THE
END..  

Conclusion:

I. TO BE A VESSEL OF HONOR YOU NEED TO GIVE GOD THE GLORY FOR
MAKING YOU!

II. TO BE A VESSEL OF HONOR YOU NEED TO SOBERLY RECOGNIZE GOD'S
CALLING IN YOUR LIFE

III. TO BE A VESSEL OF HONOR YOU NEED TO SEEK TO BE PROFITABLE
FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD..  

IV. TO BE A VESSEL OF HONOR YOU NEED TO ENDURE IN GOD'S SERVICE
TILL HE TAKES YOU HOME.. 
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Do you want to be a vessel of honor for God?

What is your life testimony? How is God working in your life and heart?  Can you see
the hand of God in your life?  Every vessel of honor has become a vessel of honor
because of the grace of God working in their life.  Can you marvel even by how God
moved through out your life to bring you to him?  Even in your earliest memory of life
can you see the hand of God in your life? 

Every vessel of honor has a purpose in God’s household.  Every vessel of honor is
profitable for God and his house.  Every vessel of honor can be used of God. 

Seek with all your heart to be a vessel of honor unto God.  This is the greatest purpose
for any Christian.    
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