MEMORIAL DAY MESSAGE A BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
Malachi 3:16  Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. 

Malachi 3:17 And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 

Malachi 3:18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not. 

The Bible talks about a book of remembrance that God has and in that book will be the names of his servants and a record of their struggles and trials and tears that have been shed here on earth concerning the wickedness and injustices and atrocities that have taken place.  

In Psalm 56:8 there is something similar that is written, it says that our tears are put in a bottle, they are recorded in God's book,

Psalms 56:8 Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book? 

Intro:  This is memorial day weekend.  We think of this as a time when we remember those who died in various wars for our nation.  For Christians I think it would be a good time to especially remember those who died faithfully serving the lord. 

When Art Demyusere died he was buried at the Indiantown Gap National Cemetery, Annville, PA.  Louise Parise his son Jason and I went there. It was an amazing place.  There were over 60,000 veterans buried there.  About 677 acres of property, all immaculately kept. Art died penniless, but he was buried with full honors.  I was impressed.  What amazed me is how the military remembered and honored Art.  They took care of him at his funeral.  I actually thought our church was going to have to pay to bury him but he was a veteran, and the military had a book of remembrance of all those who served and were honorably discharged and they provide a free burial plot for their veterans. 

Let me tell you that our God also has a book of remembrance.

Malachi says, 

Malachi 3:16  Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. 

Malachi 3:17 And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 

Notice how God calls his servants his jewels.  

I tell you that God has some special things prepared for those of you that love and God and serve God.  He takes note of all those who are vexed and grieved by the ungodliness of this present world.  He is taking notes.  He is keeping a book of remembrance. 

God is planning his own memorial day service someday.  Will you be honored in that day?  You will if you are a good soldier of the cross and serve Him faithfully. 

If the US military makes sure it honors it's veterans,  you can be sure God is keeping records of all his soldiers and someday will honor you. He is keeping a book of remembrance!

There are over 60,000 people buried in the Indiantown Gap National Cemetery, in Annville, PA.  and they have a book of remembrance and the names of every person buried in that cemetery.  

God too has a book of remembrance for all those who signed up to serve in his armed forces here on eart.

Is your name written in that book???

THIS MORNING I WANT TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT GOD'S BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE. 

GOD'S BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

What will be in that book. 
I.
THAT BOOK  WILL INCLUDE WHAT YOU HAVE TALKED ABOUT. 
Malachi 3:16  Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. 

They spake often one to another, 

God takes note of every idle word that we speak.  

God takes note of what you talk about. 

Matthew 12:34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 

Matthew 12:35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. 

Matthew 12:36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 

Matthew 12:37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 

One of the first things that God changes in a person's life is their speech. 

BY YOUR WORDS YOU WILL BE JUSTIFIED. 

BY YOUR WORDS YOU WILL BE CONDEMNED.
1.
ON THE NEGATIVE SIDE OF THIS:
Every Idle word the Bible say we will give an  account of.  These idle words are negative words, hurtful words, harmful words, venomous words!

Matthew 12:34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 

What is in a persons heart will sooner or later come out of their mouth. 

Through the years we have had some sweet people that have been part of the ministry of this church. I think of people who I would visit with and talk to, and there would never be a negative thing that would come out of their mouth.  Never critical, never nasty, always sweet and encouraging.  

On the other hand there have been some people I have known that when you just spend a few minutes with them I would have to cringe.  There was this one lady, that when I went to the Clifford Market, I would try to avoid.  If she got me in a corner, she would go on and on about everyone who has done her wrong, and did this or that.  She talk against her husband, her sons in laws, her neighbors and on and on and on until I thought I would need a bath after we finished our conversation.      

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THESE TWO TYPES OF PEOPLE?
Matthew 12:35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.

A good man's speech is filled with healing and health .. and goodness.. 

An evil man's heart and mouth are filled with evil, tearing down, negative talk. 

IN THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE, every word we speak will be accounted for. 

We often think that words are cheap and don't amount to anything.  

NONSENSE.

REMEMBER GOD SPOKE AND EVERYTHING CAME INTO EXISTENCE! 

Matthew 12:36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 

Matthew 12:37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 
2.
ON THE POSITIVE SIDE. 
God is pleased when we muse over the spiritual truth and conversation. 

Malachi 3:16  Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. 

People of mutual interest will flock together. 

When you want to talk over some things of common interest you go where there are people who understand you.

There are places and people who love to talk about sports. 

There are places you can go to talk about hunting. 

There are places you go to talk about addiction problems. 

I remember visiting a A.A. meeting one time, and when I signed in they asked different men to get up and speak.  When my turn came up I started to share my testimony and salvation and was kicked out of the meeting for sharing the gospel.  

WHERE CAN YOU GO TO TALK ABOUT THE LORD? AND GOOD THINGS?

This is one of the purposes of the church.  The Church is where you can come and talk about spiritual things.  

Malachi 3:16  Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. 

The Lord is pleased when we speak one to another about Him and He takes note of this kind of good conversation, and writes a book of remembrance and records our godly conversation and concerns about the wickedness around us and desire for revival, and turning to God! 

So in the book of remembrance will be a record of our godly conversation: 
II.
IT WILL INCLUDE EVERY SECRET THOUGHT

What you have meditated on.
God not only hears what we say, God actually hears what we think!  

Matthew 12:25 And Jesus knew their thoughts.  
1.
There are thoughts we should not think. These are unlawful thoughts.
II Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 

II Corinthians 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 

II Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 
2.
There are positive and godly thoughts these we should fill our minds with.
Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

What you read feeds the mind.  What do you read about?

Word of God we need to meditate on it. 

We read the word of God. 

We mediate on the word of God. 

CONSIDER THIS BOOK OF REMEMBRANC.  

Malachi 3:16  Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. 

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

God is pleased when we fill our thoughts on Him.  

NOTE:.. a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon His name. 
III.
IT WILL INCLUDE A RECORD OF ALL THAT YOU HAVE DONE. 

1.
There are things that we do that will burn.
I Corinthians 3:12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 

I Corinthians 3:13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

I Corinthians 3:14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

I Corinthians 3:15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 
2.
There are works that will be rewarded
Malachi 3:16  Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. 

Malachi 3:17 And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 

Malachi 3:18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not. 

Christ will soon return and he will discern and judge between those who serve God and those who do not.  

The book of remembrance includes our service for Him.  

If the Military can keep a record of your service for your country, and honor those who served their country, how much more do you think God is keeping records of those who serve Him!  Mark it down He is keeping a record. 

Galatians 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 

What will be in that book of remembrance?

All the things we have done in this life to serve the Lord. 

Words.

Your Thoughts. 

Your Actions.  

God wants all of these to be dedicated to Him. 

John 12:25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

John 12:26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. 

Colossians 3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 

Colossians 3:24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 

Everything that we do falls into two categories. 

Either it is good or it is evil. 

Either what we do we do for self or to please men.  

Or what we do we do to please God. 

Ecclesiastes 12:13  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 

Ecclesiastes 12:14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 

There is a book of remembrance being written and everything that we do that is for the Lord..  is being written down.

Malachi 3:17 And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 

Malachi 3:18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not. 

And everything little thing is noted in that book that you are doing for the service of the Lord.  

What is in that book. 

THIS IS MEMORIAL DAY. WHAT ARE YOU DOING TO STORE UP FOR THAT DAY??? 

The Ancient Pharaohs  believed that they needed to store up for the after life.

Needed provisions for eternity, they stored up a great tomb.  

Provisions because they thought this was necessary for their happiness in eternity. We know that is foolish. 

But it isn't foolish to serve the Lord because we have this great assurance. 

Jesus was risen from the dead and he said someday he will come back and resurrect all those who believe on Him.  Then we shall receive the things that were done in our bodies, to serve Him GOOD OR BAD! 

Malachi 3:18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not. 

God is a great bookkeeper. 

What is being written in that book about your service? 

YOUR PURPOSE IN LIFE. 

Is not to make money. 

Not to insure that you live well in this life. 

Not that you do what makes you happy here.  

A servant should seek to please his Lord.  

Before you do something you need to ask yourself. Is this what the Lord wants?  Is this deed for the Lord?  or is it what I want?

I Corinthians 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

God is keeping records.  What is in that book?  

There are two sets of books in heaven.  There is the book of life, and all those who are saved have their names in that book. That is actually what the book of remembrance is.  

Then there is the book of works.  This a record of every man's sins against God.  When a person rejects Christ as their saviour, a record is kept of all that they have done against the Lord.  If your name is not in the book of life, the Bible says, that he will have to cast you into the lake of fire.  

Revelation 20:11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 

Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 

Revelation 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 

Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.  

The only way we can be accepted of God is to have our names written in the book of life!  We are saved by His work on the cross and not our own works.  When we receive Christ we are accepted based on His merit, and sacrifice not anything that we have done.  

Whatever we do for God we do out of love and gratefulness for his grace and kindness to us.  

I John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

I John 4:19 We love him, because he first loved us. 

The question is do you love the Lord Jesus Christ?  Have you gratefully received his free gift of salvation?  

This is why people are condemned and nothing else. 

I Corinthians 16:22 If any  man love  not the  Lord Jesus  Christ, let  him be

Anathema Maranatha. 

Today is Memorial Day, and this holiday is set aside to remember those who sacrificed their lives for the freedom we enjoy in this country.  However the greatest sacrifice that anyone ever gave, to free mankind, was the sacrifice Jesus Christ gave on the cross.  He defeated our greatest enemy.  He defeated Satan and death itself.  

Hebrews  2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also  himself likewise took part  of the same; that  through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 

Hebrews 2:15 And deliver them  who  through  fear  of  death  were  all  their lifetime subject to bondage. 

Jesus singlehandedly won this war, he is the captain of our faith, He is the Lord of Lords and King of Kings.  When talking about the ultimate sacrifice, there is no other man that ever lived that could compare.  We all owe him our very lives. 

However unlike the heroes that we memorialize this day, there is no grave to decorate because he even defeated the grave itself.  We do not remember and memorialize a dead hero but a living one.  One that defied death itself.  You’ll find no grave to decorate for the captain of our faith.  No tomb to visit, no grave to put a flag on.  Today we honor this hero whose bravery took Him to the grave, but whose righteousness, brought Him back out of the grave.  I am sure no TV station will laud him this day, but this is why we gather together as a Church.  It is here that we remember Him!  




