
4-4-21 Easter Message
PROOF YOU BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD

Intro: 

Today is what we call Resurrection Sunday, The reason we meet the first day of the
week is because of Jesus arose the first day of the week.  These verses support this.
Consider:

Jesus arose the first day of the week:

Mark 16:9  Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first
to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. 

The Church was born the first day of the week on the day of Pentecost:

Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord
in one place. 
Acts 2:2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 

The Disciples meet the first day of the week to celebrate communion:

Acts 20:7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break
bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his
speech until midnight. 

The Early Church met the first day of the week to meet and gather together their
offerings.  

I Corinthians 16:1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to
the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 
I Corinthians 16:2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store,
as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 

Now when our nation was a Christian nation and we honored Christ on the first day of
the week, God smiled down on our country and gave us 2 days to rest.  Most workers in
our nation had a 2 day weekend.  Now that we have no longer honored God, the people
are working 7 days a week and can't make a living.  For years most of America enjoyed
a two day weekend.  No other nation was so blessed economically.  
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Now the greatest truth in the whole Bible, the greatest miracle in the whole Bible is the
fact of the resurrection.  My Question to each of us this Easter morning is, do you
believe that God will someday resurrect you?

What is the proof that you believe?  

I. THE GREATEST PROOF THAT YOU BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION IS
THAT YOU WILL GIVE YOUR HEART TO THE LORD IN SALVATION:

I Corinthians 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached
unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
I Corinthians 15:2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached
unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 
I Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
I Corinthians 15:4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day
according to the scriptures: 
I Corinthians 15:5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
I Corinthians 15:6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of
whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 
I Corinthians 15:7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 
I Corinthians 15:8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due
time. 
I Corinthians 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

Have you seen the Lord Jesus in your life? Have you had an experience where the Lord
Jesus Christ came into your life? 

Before I was saved I knew the story about the resurrection of the Christ.  I celebrated
Easter like everyone else.  I was even occasionally went to church on Easter Sunday.
We had all the traditional Easter foods.  My family used to bake a special bread called
Easter Pie.  They would get the Palms from church on Palm Sunday and then bake this
special bread that was filled with Italian specialty cheeses and pepperoni, and Italian
Kosher Ham, and macaroni, and these were all baked with a special sweet dough and
cooked to perfection,  Than my mother and grandmother would take the palms that they
received from church and bless that bread with the Easter palms.  Here we were
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus, but for most of us, Jesus was a person that died
on the cross and for most of us, he was simply a dead messiah.  He had no effect in our
lives at all.  We had our Easter traditions, we went to church, we received our little
communion wafer, but that was the extent of it.  

For most people whether they are raised Baptist, Methodist, Catholic, Presbyterian,
Episcopalian, or whatever, Jesus is still on the cross in their minds.  The Easter story is
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just a story and it has no effect on their lives at all. They celebrate their Easter traditions
but the resurrected Savior has had no effect on their lives whatsoever.  

It wasn't until Sunday October 27th 1974 when I went to a little church outside of
Philadelphia Pa, that I came to meet the Savior personally, that the resurrection story
came alive in my life.  Before this, Peter Accardi was the first person that I ever met and
ever knew that talked about Jesus as if he was alive in his life.  When Peter Accardi was
converted and saved he was the first person I ever meet that talked about Jesus like He
was alive and resurrected and working in his life for real. It scared me half to death.  

I remember when I was a young man, living my life in this world, trying to make a name
for myself in this world.  Living to eat, drink, and party it up.  Living for the things of the
world.   Ephesians Chapter 2 sums up my life before Christ:

Ephesians 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins; 
Ephesians 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now
worketh in the children of disobedience: 
Ephesians 2:3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in
the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 
Ephesians 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he
loved us, 
Ephesians 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 
  

When a person gets saved, they have an experience where they personally meet the
resurrected Savior in their life, and a spiritually dead person (LIKE ME) meets the power
of a resurrected Savior, and falls on their face and cries out to Him and receives Him as
their personal Savior. 

I remember it was around Easter time when I first heard the gospel.  Peter Accardi, and
Carl Shanosk tried to introduce me to the Savior.  I stopped over Peter's house to pick
up some sound equipment I had there. I pulled in late at night and Peter and Carl
witnessed and preached to me till the wee hours of the morning. I mean we talked till
about 4-5 AM.  

I knew if I went there Peter was going to try and convince me to get saved.  So I actually
reviewed some of my notes from college about the corruption of Christianity through the
years.  I had been going to community college at the time, and had learned about all the
ancient mythical gods and traditions that some say the organized church inculcated into
their worship.  I waxed eloquent.  

I remember Carl and Peter saying to me, Frank what you're saying has nothing to do
with the Bible,  have you ever read the whole Bible?  I had to admit I never did.  I said, I
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read parts of it, but never the whole book.  So they said, well then let us tell you what it
says!  

So they did, they started in Genesis, and from 11 PM at night till 5 in the morning they
told the whole story of how Jesus was foretold to come in the Old Testament.  How Man
fell into sin, how God predicted a Savior would come to restore mankind to Himself, and
how Jesus was that Savior.  How He died for my sin, and arose the third day, and how
He was going to come again and resurrect everyone who believed on Him.  How there
was going to be a resurrection of of the dead, the just and the unjust, the saved and the
lost.  How all those who receive Him will someday be resurrected in before He comes to
earth.  How all those who reject Him will be resurrected at the white throne judgment.  

They kept talking about this thing called the resurrection and that the resurrection was
not just an Easter story but something real that was going to take place in everyone’s
life. In order for me to be saved I needed to pray and ask Jesus into my life.  

I knew what they were saying was right and good but making this thing personal and
surrendering my life to Christ, scared me.  It might mean changes in my life.  I loved my
ethnicity, I loved being Italian, I loved being a musician, I loved what I did, I loved how I
lived.  I owned a bar,  I played in bars, I hung around some rough characters.  What
would my family think if I got saved, what would my friends think if I got saved.  

What would I do? I worked my whole life to become what I was, and achieve what I had
achieved.  

Then they said, 

Matthew 16:25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will
lose his life for my sake shall find it. 
Matthew 16:26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
 

Suddenly I realized that if all that I was being told was true, then what kind of person
would I be if I didn't tell others about Jesus?  Jesus is the only way to be saved.  There
is no other way, no other person that can save you.  

I knew what they were saying was true but I was afraid of what it would mean in my life
if I got saved.  

I said, to Peter Accardi, and Carl Shanosk, "I can't believe this, If what you are saying is
true, then what kind of person would I be if I didn't try to tell everyone about this... "  

Just then they said, "That's right, that is why we are telling you this. Just then they said,
let's pray.  Right then and there they got on their knees and started praying.  I was
under such conviction.  I don't think Peter and Carl heard the part where I said, "I can't
believe this. I think they just heard the part, "What Kind of person would I be if I didn't
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tell others about this.. "   This is the logical conclusion to the gospel.  A person who truly
believes will tell others about his faith.  I knew that was the logical conclusion.
However, I wasn't ready to believe.  The reason was, I couldn't believe people were bad
enough to send to hell, and I couldn't believe my family and friends were that bad either.

Peter and Carl got on their knees because I think when I said that they probably thought
I was ready to get saved.  Maybe it was because it was about 5 in the morning also and
there was nothing left to share except the maps in their Bibles.  

So as they prayed I prayed. I was under such conviction. I prayed under my breath, "OH
GOD GET ME OUT OF HERE.."  That was a lost lost sinners prayer not to get saved.  

So I left there and it was just starting to get light out.  Peter lived in a little town I think it
was called Crydon, just off of Route 13 below Bristol PA, I left there and as I traveled
down route 13 towards Levittown along route 13 just outside of Croydon there is a big
cemetery on the left and it was just starting to get light out.  I kept thinking about this
rapture stuff and the resurrection from the dead.  As I was driving by the cemetery this
large white plastic bag flew out of the cemetery and hit my windshield.  I thought it was
a ghost.  Scared me half to death!    

Well God worked in my life and it was a little under two years later that I found myself in
a little church where again I was presented the gospel.  This time I was prepared to give
my life to the Lord.  At this church I heard many people telling how Jesus changed their
lives.  How He delivered them from drugs, from drinking, from despair. Suddenly it
dawned on me, "How can a dead man be working in peoples lives today?"  Then I
realized dead people are dead, but Jesus is very much alive.  

In that little church I invited the resurrected Savior into my life.  

What is the proof that you really believe that Jesus arose from the dead?  The proof is
that you will get saved.  You will invite Him into your life.  

If you are listening or reading this message, if you are not saved, it is because you
really do not believe in the resurrected savior! 
  
II. IF YOU BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION IT WILL AFFECT YOUR ACTIONS

AND THE WAY YOU LIVE:

You will be willing to take greater risks to serve Christ:

Abraham believed in the resurrection and it affected his service for God!

Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he
that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 
Hebrews 11:18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 
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Hebrews 11:19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the
dead; from whence also he received him in a figure. 

God told Abraham to take his son and offer him up as a sacrifice to Himself.  

We read that Abraham did not hesitate; he took his son up to mount Moriah, which was
the same mountain chain where Jesus was crucified, and where the temple mount
someday would be built.  

Imagine God asking you to make such a sacrifice for Him.

Abraham had only one son.  This was his heir, the one who God said, would become a
mighty nation.  

If you believe in the resurrection you will be willing to take risks because you believe
that death itself cannot defeat you.  You believe His promise that someday you will be
resurrected.  

Hebrews tells us why Abraham was willing to offer up His son!

Hebrews 11:19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the
dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.  

Abraham believed in the resurrection, and he believed God's promises.  God said, that
his son would be a blessing, and through Isaac a mighty nation would rise up!  

Now God told Abraham to offer up his son as a sacrifice on mount Moriah.  

Abraham did the spiritual math!  

1. God said his son would live to have children. 
2. Now God says offer Isaac up as an offering to me. 
3. God cannot lie. 
4. God therefore will have to resurrect Isaac and raise him up from the dead to

fulfill His promise. 

Abraham was willing to offer up Isaac because he believed in the resurrection!   

My question is, do you really believe in the resurrection?  

If you do, why are you afraid to step out in faith and obey God?

God is asking you to step out in faith and obey Him. Take the risk. 

If you believe in the resurrection you will take risks to obey God!!
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Matthew 10:37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me:
and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 
Matthew 10:38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not
worthy of me. 
Matthew 10:39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my
sake shall find it. 

Abraham had to love God more than he loved his son Isaac, 
Abraham was willing to trust God completely and lay down his Isaac as a sacrifice. 

At the resurrection you are going to leave behind everything that is dear to you in this
world!  My question is, do you believe in the resurrection? 

If you really believe in the resurrection you will not let anything in this world keep you
from serving Jesus.  Not mother, not, father, not children, not husband or wife, not job or
career, nothing will affect you in your service for your king!  

Nothing shall separate you from the love of Christ.  You're going up!  Not even death
shall separate you from the love of Christ. 

Do you believe in the resurrection? 

Jesus was just the firstfruits of the resurrection, He said He's coming back to take all
those who believe on Him out of this world!  DO YOU BELIEVE THIS? 

If you believe in the resurrection you will not hesitate to offer up your Isaac for the Lord.
Lay him at the feet of Jesus!  

III. IF YOU BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION YOU WON'T LET ADVERSITIES
IN THIS LIFE MAKE YOU MISERABLE.

I Corinthians 15:16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 
I Corinthians 15:17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your
sins. 
I Corinthians 15:18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 
I Corinthians 15:19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all
men most miserable. 

I Corinthians 15:32 If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at
Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to
morrow we die. 
I Corinthians 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. 
I Corinthians 15:34 Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the
knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame. 

What is your hope?  
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If my hope is in anything or anyone in this life I am going to be greatly disappointed.
Read your Bible, those who were the most godly of all were the ones who were most
afflicted, ones who suffered the most.  

From Abel, to Job, 
from Moses to Elijah, 
to Jeremiah, to Isaiah to Micah, 
to John the Baptist, to Jesus, to Paul.  

All that live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer. 

If you lose sight of the resurrection you're going to be a person who is most miserable of
all. 

Next time you're depressed, 
next time you're downhearted, 
next time you'e let down. 

Lift up, look up, your redemption draweth nigh!  

What is the proof you believe in the resurrection?

THE PROOF THAT YOU REALLY BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION IS YOU WILL
NOT BE A MISERABLE PERSON!

People in this world are miserable. 

I went to Schiff's to get some food for our Church fellowship dinner.  There was a long
line of people at the deli.  A lot of people are starting to go out now that so many people
have gotten their vaccines.  They have been cooped up so long they are acting crazy!

There was a man who bumped into a lady at the deli and she must have given him a
dirty look. The fellow started getting nasty with her. He said, sorry, sorry I bumped into
you. He said, real wise like, I got my shots.  You don't have to worry.  I got my shots.
There are a lot of nasty, miserable people in this world.  They are of all men most
miserable.. WHY? It is because they have hope in this life only.  Maybe it's because
they got a Covid shot!   

Don't get too excited.  If you're miserable it is because your hope is in this life only!  

Matthew 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 
Matthew 6:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 

8



I Corinthians 15:19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men
most miserable.   

What hope do you have in this world? In this world, you will have thieves, crooks, and
other miserable people to contend with.  Paul called them beasts. 

I Corinthians 15:32 If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus,
what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to morrow we die. 

The reason people drink, do drugs, and live for the pleasures of this life only, is because
their hope is only in this world, in this life only!

WHAT IS THE PROOF YOU BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION? 

I. YOU WILL GET SAVED. 
II. YOU WILL TAKE RISKS TO OBEY GOD AND SERVICE HIM. 
III. YOU WILL NOT BE A MISERABLE PERSON.

IV. YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS DEATH WILL BE DIFFERENT.
YOU WILL NOT SORROW WITHOUT HOPE. 

I Thessalonians 4:13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
I Thessalonians 4:14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 
I Thessalonians 4:15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are
asleep. 
I Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: 
I Thessalonians 4:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord. 
I Thessalonians 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

I know some people who will not go to funerals.  Funerals spook them out!

Death is difficult to face for some people.  

But if you believe in the resurrection of the dead you will leave this world with hope, and
you will have hope and you will not allow the fear of death to keep you from serving
Christ. 

For over a year our nation and the world has been in hibernation over the fear of getting
this Covid virus.  Churches have closed, a lot of businesses have closed.  The bottom
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line is all this has happened because of one thing, people are afraid of catching the
disease and dying.  Evidence has shown that about 260,000 more people died in 2020
than 2019.  So obviously the death rate is up.  What should be the Christians attitude
towards death?  

1. We should not embrace death, it is an enemy that Jesus defeated but we all must
face death someday if Jesus does not come and resurrect us first. 

2. The Christian should not fear death but should fear God. 

Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

3. The fear of death should not keep us from serving the Lord and obeying the Lord.

Remember the early Christians were commanded to obey and serve their Lord even
unto death. 

Revelation 2:8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things
saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; 
Revelation 2:10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the
devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have
tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 

What kept all the Israelites from fighting Goliath, except for David?
The fear of death. 

What caused only Meshach and Shadrach and Abendigo to not bow the knee to
Nebuchadnezzar image? 

The others were in fear of death. 

What is the proof that we really believe in the resurrection?  

The proof is that we will have a different attitude about death.  Our faith will give us
victory over that fear when that fear keeps us from obeying the Lord. 

Romans 8:38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
Romans 8:39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

Just how much do we believe in the resurrection of the dead? The early church Martyrs
actually believed it was an honor to die in Christ's service. The Martyrs were the heroes
of the church.  There is a ancient story of 40 Roman soldier martyrs that refused to
compromise their faith. 
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The story goes that Governor Agricola ordered his soldiers to offer sacrifices to other
gods ordered by Emperor Licinius.. Of the legion there were 40 Christian soldiers that
refused to offer the sacrifices.   

They were beaten and flogged and imprisoned, but still they refused to worship other
gods. 

Let me read the story for you. 

Agricola ordered them chained and said "We'll see what Lysias has to say about
this." 

Lysias, commander of the 12th Legion, was in no gentle mood when the forty
Christian soldiers were hauled before him a few days later. His ride from Antioch
to Sebaste had been tedious and cold. "You will obey me," he said sternly, "or pay
a sharp penalty." 

The men answered him with respectful defiance, just as they had Agricola. Lysias
had not become a commander by coddling traitors, and he did not intend to begin
now. He motioned to Agricola. 

Agricola came beside Lysias. As judge, he must make these unbending men
conform. But how? Just then, a frigid gale blew across the frozen pond below and
stabbed into his cheeks. It gave him an idea. "Take them down to the pond," he
ordered. Turning to the soldiers he added, "You will stand naked on the ice until
you agree to sacrifice to the gods." 

Agricola could hardly believe what his eyes saw next. The rebels began stripping
off their own clothes and running toward the pond in the freezing March air. "We
are soldiers of the Lord and fear no hardship," shouted one. "What is our death
but entrance into eternal life?" 

Sing It, Brothers! 

Striking up a song, the men marched onto the frozen pond. Baffled, Agricola
posted guards around them. He squinted into the falling sun. Surely the bitter cold
of evening would change their minds.... 
Wait! There was something else he could do. "Heat baths of warm water," he
ordered the guards. "Place them around the pond. That ought to lure them out
pretty quickly," he smirked. 

The sun sank behind the hills. Then upon the night air could be heard a prayer:
"Lord, there are forty of us engaged in this battle; grant that forty may be crowned
and not one be missing from this sacred number." 
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Standing on the shore, the shivering guards shouted into the night. "Don't be
idiots. What's the point? Come on out. Warm yourselves!" 

"Look," one of the guards suddenly exclaimed, pointing toward the sky. 

"What?" said his fellow guard, eyes probing the darkness. "Its too dark to see
anything. By Jove, I wish this was over. I'm freezing out here." 

"Don't you see them? Spirits...hovering with golden crowns over those fellows
heads, holding out rich robes for them!" 

"Are you out of your mind? It's pitch black. Hey! There's someone coming! It's one
of them." 

Babbling, one of the forty crawled toward them from the ice. The two ran forward,
grasped his shuddering arms and helped him into a bath. But the heat was too
much of a shock to his frozen system. He went into convulsions and died. 

The guard who had seen the vision of crowns, without delay, shucked off his
clothes and ran onto the ice. The martyrs would be forty again! 

When the sun rose, Agricola was told that the forty were dead. "Well, get the
bodies off the ice," he commanded. "Burn them. And dump the ashes in the river." 

The Youngest Was Still Alive.

The guards backed a wagon as near the pond as they could and began stacking
the stiff corpses onto it. Then a bizarre twist occurred. 

"Hey, we've got a live one here," a guard shouted. "It's Melito. Poor fellow. He's
just a kid." 

"A local boy, too. That's his mom up there." The soldier beckoned to the woman
and she came near. "Listen, Mother, take your boy home, save his life if you can.
We'll look the other way." 

"What kind of talk is that?" scolded the woman. She seemed genuinely upset! The
guards looked at each other in astonishment. "Would you cheat him of his crown?
I'll never let that happen!" As the wagon began to roll away, she lifted her son with
her peasant's strength, hoisting him in with the others. 

"Go, Son," she cried. "Go to the end of this happy journey with your comrades so
that you won't be the last to present yourself before God." 

One of the guards tapped the side of his head and rolled his eyes upward.
"Christians!" he muttered. "I just don't understand them." 
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These 40 believed in the resurrection.  

Look, we are all going to die anyway.  If we are going to die, why not die serving the
Lord?  

I remember old Jack McKeeby when we used to have work days to cut wood for the
church.  We would be out in the bitter cold cutting wood, and brother Jack used to say
to me, "Pastor I wouldn't even do this for myself, but for the Lord I will do it!  That is
what it means to deny yourself.  

What is the proof that you believe in the resurrection?  

I. You will get saved. 
II. You will make sacrifices, and live differently.
III. You will not be a miserable person in times of difficulty.
IV. Your attitude towards death will be different.   

Consider, are you saved?  That is where it starts.  If you truly believe you will want to
give your heart and life to this living Savior!!!
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