
2-14-21 
THE HIGH PLACES ARE STILL AMONGST US 

Scripture Reading concerning the teaching about High Places:

Deuteronomy 12:2 Ye shall utterly destroy all the places, wherein the nations which ye
shall possess served their gods, upon the high mountains, and upon the hills, and under
every green tree: 
Deuteronomy 12:3 And ye shall overthrow their altars, and break their pillars, and burn
their groves with fire; and ye shall hew down the graven images of their gods, and
destroy the names of them out of that place. 
Deuteronomy 12:4 Ye shall not do so unto the LORD your God. 
Deuteronomy 12:5 But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all
your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither
thou shalt come: 
Deuteronomy 12:6 And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices,
and your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill
offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks: 
Deuteronomy 12:7 And there ye shall eat before the LORD your God, and ye shall
rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the LORD thy
God hath blessed thee. 
Deuteronomy 12:8 Ye shall not do after all the things that we do here this day, every
man whatsoever is right in his own eyes. 

Deuteronomy 12:13 Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy burnt offerings in every
place that thou seest: 
Deuteronomy 12:14 But in the place which the LORD shall choose in one of thy tribes,
there thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, and there thou shalt do all that I command
thee. 

Other Verses to consider:

I Kings 3:3 And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father:
only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high places. 

I Kings 15:11 And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, as did David
his father. 
I Kings 15:12 And he took away the sodomites out of the land, and removed all the idols
that his fathers had made. 
I Kings 15:13 And also Maachah his mother, even her he removed from being queen,
because she had made an idol in a grove; and Asa destroyed her idol, and burnt it by
the brook Kidron. 
I Kings 15:14 But the high places were not removed: nevertheless Asa's heart
was perfect with the LORD all his days. 
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I Kings 22:41  And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign over Judah in the fourth
year of Ahab king of Israel. 
I Kings 22:42 Jehoshaphat was thirty and five years old when he began to reign; and he
reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Azubah the
daughter of Shilhi. 
I Kings 22:43 And he walked in all the ways of Asa his father; he turned not aside from
it, doing that which was right in the eyes of the LORD: nevertheless the high places
were not taken away; for the people offered and burnt incense yet in the high
places. 

II Kings 12:2 And Jehoash did that which was right in the sight of the LORD all his days
wherein Jehoiada the priest instructed him. 
II Kings 12:3 But the high places were not taken away: the people still sacrificed
and burnt incense in the high places. 

II Kings 14:1 In the second year of Joash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel reigned
Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah. 
II Kings 14:2 He was twenty and five years old when he began to reign, and reigned
twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jehoaddan of
Jerusalem. 
II Kings 14:3 And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, yet not like David
his father: he did according to all things as Joash his father did. 
II Kings 14:4 Howbeit the high places were not taken away: as yet the people did
sacrifice and burnt incense on the high places.  

II Kings 15:1 In the twenty and seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel began Azariah
son of Amaziah king of Judah to reign. 
II Kings 15:2 Sixteen years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned two and
fifty years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jecholiah of Jerusalem. 
II Kings 15:3 And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all
that his father Amaziah had done; 
II Kings 15:4 Save that the high places were not removed: the people sacrificed
and burnt incense still on the high places. 

II Chronicles 20:31  And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah: he was thirty and five years
old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem. And his
mother's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. 
II Chronicles 20:32 And he walked in the way of Asa his father, and departed not from it,
doing that which was right in the sight of the LORD. 
II Chronicles 20:33 Howbeit the high places were not taken away: for as yet the
people had not prepared their hearts unto the God of their fathers. 

Of Manasseh, after he was converted, it says, 
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II Chronicles 33:15 And he took away the strange gods, and the idol out of the house of
the LORD, and all the altars that he had built in the mount of the house of the LORD,
and in Jerusalem, and cast them out of the city. 
II Chronicles 33:16 And he repaired the altar of the LORD, and sacrificed thereon peace
offerings and thank offerings, and commanded Judah to serve the LORD God of Israel. 

II Chronicles 33:17 Nevertheless the people did sacrifice still in the high places,
yet unto the LORD their God only. 

Years ago we had a young man that came to our church for a little while  and he told me
about these great youth meetings he attended in Florida.  He said about 1000 young
people would show up at these Christian rock concerts from all the churches in the
area. He said, they used to call their meetings “High Places.” I asked him if he knew
what a high place was in the Bible?  He didn't know, and  then I began to share with him
what I will be sharing with you this morning.  A high place was not a good place! 

Sad to say, there seems to be a trend with contemporary churches today to be so bold
as to call themselves a "High Place Church"  Now I am sure they do not have these
verses in mind. If they did they wouldn't take that name, but it seems these churches all
implement some of the things we will be talking about today in their worship settings.  

Now what is a High Place?

Two types of high places in the Bible: 

1. There was a high place used for pagan worship which was obviously wrong.  Most
of the high places in the Bible were used to worship a false god!  

2. And there was the more subtle sin of having a high place for the worship of
Jehovah the true God which was still wrong after the nation came into the Holy
land. 

II Chronicles 33:11  Wherefore the LORD brought upon them the captains of
the host of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the thorns, and
bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon. 
II Chronicles 33:12 And when he was in affliction, he besought the LORD his
God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, 
II Chronicles 33:13 And prayed unto him: and he was entreated of him, and
heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom.
Then Manasseh knew that the LORD he was God. 
II Chronicles 33:14 Now after this he built a wall without the city of David, on
the west side of Gihon, in the valley, even to the entering in at the fish gate,
and compassed about Ophel, and raised it up a very great height, and put
captains of war in all the fenced cities of Judah. 
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II Chronicles 33:15 And he took away the strange gods, and the idol out of the
house of the LORD, and all the altars that he had built in the mount of the
house of the LORD, and in Jerusalem, and cast them out of the city. 
II Chronicles 33:16 And he repaired the altar of the LORD, and sacrificed
thereon peace offerings and thank offerings, and commanded Judah to serve
the LORD God of Israel.

We read this sad commentary throughout the Scripture concerning the nation:
 
II Chronicles 33:17 Nevertheless the people did sacrifice still in the high
places, yet unto the LORD their God only. 

The most subtle sin that Israel was involved in was the sin of worshipping Jehovah in
the high places.

Deuteronomy 12:13 Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy burnt offerings in
every place that thou seest: 
Deuteronomy 12:14 But in the place which the LORD shall choose in one of thy
tribes, there thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, and there thou shalt do all that I
command thee. 

These places that the Jews chose to worship at for whatever reason came to be known
as high places. 

Throughout the Bible even the best of the Kings could not get the victory over this sin of
worshipping at high places. 

This morning I believe that the high places are still among us, and for the most part the
mainstream of Christendom is choosing to worship the way they want to in total
disregard for the Word of God.  

I. WHAT WAS A HIGH PLACE?

High places, very simply, were places of worship on elevated pieces of ground. High
places were originally dedicated to idol worship (Numbers 33:52; Leviticus 26:30),
especially among the Moabites (Isaiah 16:12). These shrines often included an altar
and a sacred object such as a stone pillar or wooden pole in various shapes identified
with the object of worship (animals, constellations, goddesses, and fertility deities). It
seems that, at times, high places were set up in a spot that had been artificially
elevated; 2 Kings 16:4 seems to differentiate the "high places" from the "hills."  Since
the beginning of time, people tended to pursue worshipping in elevated mounds and
mountains.  Remember the lesson from the tower of Babel (Gen 11:4) this was probably
a man made high place and center of worship.  Archaeologists call them Ziggurats.
They are found all over Mesopotamia, the area of ancient Babylon. The goal was to get
closer to the gods. Obviously God was displeased with them at the tower of Babel, and
he still is displeased with these man made places of idol worship.  
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Israel was forbidden to worship in high places, obviously because of the association
with idolatry.  But many Israelites tried to worship Jehovah in high places.  In Israel, a
high place became a convenient place to worship the Lord.  It was set up so that the
people would not have to travel or carry their offerings all the way to Jerusalem or Shilo.
It also was patterned after the heathen places of worship.  The people of the Land
worshiped in a high places and when the children of Israel did they were copying the
heathen.

The Jews were commanded not to copy the heathen in worshipping in high places.  A
High Place was primarily a place to worship. It was set up for convenience and when
Israel worshipped in a high place it was a place to worship like the world. 

II. WHY WAS A HIGH PLACE SO POPULAR AND HARD TO GET VICTORY
OVER?

It was hard to tell a high place that was set up to worship Jehovah apart from a high
place that was set up to worship Baal or any of the heathen god.

The high place was a convenient way to worship and be accepted and respected by
your heathen neighbors.  After all, it was similar to what they were used to and doing. 

Solomon took strange wives and catered to them by allowing them to build high places
to their heathen gods. 

It all started with Solomon. 

I Kings 3:1 And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh's
daughter, and brought her into the city of David, until he had made an end of building
his own house, and the house of the LORD, and the wall of Jerusalem round about. 
I Kings 3:2 Only the people sacrificed in high places, because there was no house built
unto the name of the LORD, until those days.
I Kings 3:3 And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father:
only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high places. 

I Kings 11:4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his
heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the
heart of David his father. 
I Kings 11:5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after
Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 
I Kings 11:6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and went not fully after the
LORD, as did David his father. 
I Kings 11:7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of
Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the
children of Ammon. 
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I Kings 11:8 And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense and
sacrificed unto their gods. 
I Kings 11:9  And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned
from the LORD God of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, 

This was the start of the popularity of high places and Israel never got the victory over
them. 
 
III. WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN HIGH PLACE?

A high place was simply a way of worshipping God like the world.  

Catering to worldly mindset. 

Remember, it was because Solomon was yoked up with the world through his heathen
wives that caused him to compromise in the area of worship and try to appease the
worldly palate of his wives. 

So it is because of the lack of separation from the world that we find ourselves trying to
cater to the worldly taste buds in the church!

A Christian high place is a church that has gone worldly.   
A Church that caters to worldly taste buds to appease a worldly crowd.  

I John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
I John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
I John 2:17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will
of God abideth for ever. 

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. 
Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God. 

What is a Christian High Place? 

It is non other than a Church that sets up their worship to make a worldly crowd feel
comfortable with the Christian message.  It seeks to use worldly devices to make
Christianity palatable to the world.  An individual person sets up a high place when they
decide how and when to worship apart from scripture.  The Bible is written so we would
not be ignorant of how to come to God, how to worship God.  True worship must be
done in Spirit and in truth all else is a high place:
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John 4:22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation
is of the Jews. 
John 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship
him.   

The confusion of it all is that it causes the lines between the world and Christian to
become fuzzy and it allows for the unsaved to feel comfortable in the church without the
need of conversion. 

IV. HOW POPULAR WOULD A CHRISTIAN HIGH PLACE BE TODAY?

In Israel the popularity of the high places was very great and even the best of Kings
were not able to do away with them.  

It was almost as if these Kings would throw up their hands say "what's the use, this is
what the people want.. "

It goes without saying that all the ungodly kings worshipped in the high places.

EVERY KING IN THE NORTHERN TRIBES WORSHIPPED IN THE HIGH PLACES.  

One of Sauls's sins was he offered an offering and set up a high place.
David did not worship in high places. 
Solomon erected High Places for his wives and it was his downfall 

There were 19 Bad kings that ruled the Northern Tribes all 19 worshipped at High
Places. 

There were 20 Kings that ruled in Judah. Most allowed for the people to worship in the
high places. Only a few tried to do away with them and they were not successful. 

Probably as far as I can remember only two kings out of 39 really made a serious
attempt at getting rid of the high places. 
Hezekiah tried to do away with the high places.
Josiah tried to do away with the high places.

If the 7 Churches of Revelation Chapters 2-3 are prophetic and the last Church
mentioned, the Church of Laodicea, is a prophetic prediction of the end time church
then this church would be characterized by its: 

A CHURCH LUKEWARMNESS. 
A Church where Jesus is outside looking in.  
A Church that has everything. Rich in this world but poor to God. 
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I believe it is a Church that follows the pattern of high place worship.

Why would it surprise us if we were to find that most of Christendom is following the
pattern of Israel and worshipping God the way they want to worship and setting up their
high places?  What does God say about being lukewarm?

Revelation 3:15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou
wert cold or hot. 
Revelation 3:16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I
will spue thee out of my mouth. 

And God is spewing such worship out of His mouth.  

V. SOME EXAMPLES OF CHRISTIAN HIGH PLACES:

1. The Church has become an entertainment center rather than a place of
teaching and preaching. 

With this trend music has become more important than the word of God:  

New catch words. 
New ministries.  Drama. Worship leaders,  praise and worship teams.  

2. The Church has become user friendly seeking to cater to convenience and
catering to the comfort and whims of the people.  

People are looking for baby sitting services.
Youth programs which involves worldly activities christianized.  

See none of this in Bible.  

We fell into this for a while but I witnessed God spewing this kind of stuff out of his
mouth.  

We had a large youth group 29 teens coming. Out of that 29 none that I am aware of
went on to serve the Lord.

I prayed  believing something was wrong.  What was wrong was that we were drawing a
worldly crowd and so we had to cater to their worldly taste buds. 

This was the start of Solomon's high place.  He got tangled up with strange wives and
they nagged him till he erected high places for them.  When we get tangled up with the
world, they will influence us to bring the world into our worship.  
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What I have found is that the smaller and more spiritual the youth group the better the
results.  

Jesus's group only consisted of 12 and only one fizzled out.  Today our ratio is we have
12 and out of the 12 one stays true to Jesus and 11 fizzle out! 

To get and keep high numbers in our churches and youth groups we often erect spiritual
high places which make our Lord sick. 

In my experience when it comes to quality  with youth sometimes the more you have the
worse results you get.  

God is not impressed with how many high places there are. 
God is not impressed with the great crowds that gather at high places. 
God is not impressed with high places at all. 
In Fact He says it makes Him sick!!!!

I John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
I John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
I John 2:17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth
the will of God abideth for ever. 

If a high place is a mixture of the world added to Christian worship, what makes you
think adding a little of the world to get better crowds impresses the Lord at all? I think it
makes Him sick. 

3. The Church of the High Place is a Church that will not preach authoritatively
and applies little Scripture to our lives.

The reason people wanted to worship in the high places was because they didn't want
to be under the authority of the Biblical Priesthood, they wanted their own hireling
priests or they wanted to offer the offerings themselves.  

Today there is no respect for God ordained leadership.  Everyone wants to be their own
authority.  Everyone wants to do their own thing.   Everyone wants their own pet
religion.  Everyone thinks they can have a ministry apart from Biblical authority.  What is
God's heartbeat today?  Paul taught how God is working today when he said, 

I Timothy 3:14 These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: 
I Timothy 3:15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to
behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth. 
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God built His Church on Himself, He is the foundation, and the Apostle were the pillars.
Every book in the New Testament was written by an apostle. Paul said, I wrote these
things to teach you how the church should operate. 

Ephesians 2:19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 
Ephesians 2:20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 
Ephesians 2:21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy
temple in the Lord: 
Ephesians 2:22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit.  

Paul predicted in the end times men would depart from this pattern and abandon sound
doctrine:

II Timothy 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;  
II Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 
II Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
II Timothy 4:4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables. 

Look, I have no allusions of grandeur in the ministry. The Bible predicts, as we
approach the end time, people will wholesale abandon sound doctrine, they will turn
away their ears from sound doctrine. They will heap to themselves teachers having itchy
ears. This is why music is so popular today in the modern church.  Music tickles your
ear.  The purpose of music is simple:

Ephesians 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

The purpose of music is to teach, to admonish, and to install the Word of God into your
heart.  Basically it is a toll of memorization.  The way I memorized the books of the Bible
when I was first saved was with a song. The way I memorized the ten commandments
was with a song,  the way I memorized the characteristics of love, in I Cor. 13 was with
a song.  Music a a great tool to memorize.  When you use music this way, it is harder to
make it sound like the world, and to use it just to tickle your ears.  It has to appeal to
your spirit and mind. 
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It seems that Paul prophesied that in the end times, a lot of people will not endure
sound doctrine, and they will turn away their ears from sound doctrine. 

II Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

That time is today.  In fact, in some churches, a Pastor would lose his job and position if
he preached sound doctrine. I say that if a preacher can not preach the truth for fear
that he would lose his job, than he cannot preach.  

The true nature of idolatry, is it not that a person wants to make a god that they can
control? Worship a god that they have made, molded,  and shaped,  rather than serve
the God who made them.  What is the difference if you shape that God with an
engraving tool or with your mind?  It is still an idol. It is still something you fabricated.  

So the people of the church want a Pastor that they can tell him what to say and do and
have no respect for.   Hire or fire as they please.   

This is our modern high place.  

IV. WHY IS GOD SO UPSET ABOUT HIGH PLACES TODAY?

After all, what does it matter? People are worshipping God and that's what should really
matter, people say. They say it is not how or where or by what means they choose to
worship. The most important thing is that they are worshipping and praising God, many
will say. In other words the ends justify the means. 

The high places were dangerous because the error of it was subtle and hard to see but
ultimately would destroy the very fabric of God's people.   

It would cause a religiously lukewarm people which repulse God!

Jesus never said to the woman at the well, your people are sincere about their worship
and that is all that matters.  Jesus never said, well we all worship the same God and
you Samaritans are ok with God.  

Note what she said: 

John 4:20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem
is the place where men ought to worship. 

Note what Jesus said to her:

John 4:21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye
shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 
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John 4:22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for
salvation is of the Jews. 
John 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship
him. 
John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and
in truth. 

APPLICATION:

Our Lord is concerned about how we worship. So the emphasis ought to be two things:

PROPER SPIRIT:   Many people worship with a false Holy Spirit. Their worship is a
strange fire.  They are adding things, and taking things away from what God said.  
 
For some it is a wild fire.  They even call this the Holy Spirit, but the Spirit of God is not
a spirit of confusion and disorderliness. 

For some it is no fire at all, dead orthodoxy, no love, no joy, totally dead!

TRUTH:  We need a place that proclaims the truth and promotes the truth and preaches
the truth.  The Bible contains all the truth we need.  It just needs to be explained and
preached and properly applied to our lives today.  

All high places have the same basic problem.  

They involve a different spirit than the Holy Spirit of this book.
They involve violation of the truth that is taught in the Bible.  

Invitation:

Great danger that we get looking at the High Places that men have set up in this world
and start wondering whether there is something in them because they are so popular
and drawing such large crowds and seems so effective. 

IT IS ALL NONSENSE:  Remember in the Bible that of 39 Kings, only 2 had the bravery
to buck the tradition of the High Places.  The rest either embraced the high places or
said, what's the use as long as they are worshipping God who cares. 

Would to God we would choose to be different than the world.  

Would to God that we would choose to be different than most Main line Christians
today. 

We don't need new music that sounds like the world.  
We don't need the entertainment oriented messages. 
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We don't need to palletize the Gospel to the world.  
We don't need a new Bibles. 
We don't need new methods.  
We don't need worldly activities sprinkled with Christianity.  

All we need is this book. And the Spirit of God.  Godly music is part of worship, but it
should be for teaching and edification purposes, not for entertainment purposes. 

When Jesus meet with His disciples He taught them, and then we read:

Matthew 26:30 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of
Olives. 

Doesn't sound like a major part of the ministry to me.  

If Solomon was deceived and kept the high places, if Jehoshaphat was deceived and
kept the high places.

TWO  MEN WHO HAD THE COURAGE TO DESTROY THE HIGH PLACES:

HEZEKIAH
II Kings 18:1 Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel,
that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. 
II Kings 18:2 Twenty and five years old was he when he began to reign; and he reigned
twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Abi, the daughter of
Zachariah. 
II Kings 18:3 And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all
that David his father did. 
II Kings 18:4  He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down
the groves, and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made: for
unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it
Nehushtan. 
II Kings 18:5 He trusted in the LORD God of Israel; so that after him was none like him
among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. 

JOSIAH
II Kings 23:19 And all the houses also of the high places that were in the cities of
Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the LORD to anger, Josiah took
away, and did to them according to all the acts that he had done in Beth-el. 
II Kings 23:20 And he slew all the priests of the high places that were there upon
the altars, and burned men's bones upon them, and returned to Jerusalem. 
II Kings 23:21  And the king commanded all the people, saying, Keep the passover unto
the LORD your God, as it is written in the book of this covenant. 
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Note:  Hezekiah came under attack for his stand against the high places.

The heathen Assyrian King criticized Hezekiah for his stand. 

II Kings 18:19 And Rab-shakeh said unto them, Speak ye now to Hezekiah, Thus
saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou
trustest? 
II Kings 18:20 Thou sayest, (but they are but vain words,) I have counsel and
strength for the war. Now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against
me? 
II Kings 18:21 Now, behold, thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, even
upon Egypt, on which if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is
Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that trust on him. 
II Kings 18:22 But if ye say unto me, We trust in the LORD our God: is not
that he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away,
and hath said to Judah and Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar in
Jerusalem? 

Fellow said, I don't know any Pastor that takes the stands you take. Don't you feel all
alone? 

Only 2 Kings of 39  took a stand. They stood out all alone, but for a good reason!

in Judah there were a total of 23 Kings, 10 were good and 13 were bad.  The 13 bad
kings all worshipping in high places, of the 10 good only two tried to get rid of the high
places.  That means of the 39 Kings all of them worshipped or allowed high place
worship except for Josiah and Hezekiah. Two lone Kings stood alone. If you are going
to be a consecrated and separated Christian you are going to have to stand almost
alone today. 

So it is with the churches today. I would say the majority of churches today are allowing
for high places. 

Noah Quarishe, one of our missionaries from Ghana Africa, told a story about how a
witch doctor that was converted to Christ came to a church in Accra, the capital city of
Ghana, and when he visited a church there he asked the people why they were
summing the demons and spirits to their church. He said, the music they were playing
was the same music they he used to summon the spirits.  He knew because he was a
witch doctor.  He told that story when giving a report to his commissioning church in the
area. I know the church and you all know the church it is one of the largest Bible
churches in our area.  At one time it was a Baptist church but they took the name
Baptist out of their name.  The name Baptist is not fitting if you are going to adhere to
high place worship.  
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He told that story and was called into a board meeting and called into question about
what he said.  You see, the church had been moving towards the use of contemporary
music as an integral part of their worship services.  When he did not back down on what
he believed, this church that was his sending church dropped him from support and he
has never spoken there again.  

I know this because shortly after that Noah preached at our church and he told me the
story. 

The high places are still amongst us. 

If Solomon, the richest, the wisest, the most successful king in the history of Israel,
failed in this matter of the high places, what makes us think we are not vulnerable? 

The effect of high place worship is like the subtle effect of navigating just a few degrees
off course.  It does not affect much at first.  The effect is only felt down the road when
that little error leads to wholesale apostasy. 

When I built my house I had a Pastor friend help me.  He said to me one thing you
cannot skimp on is the foundation of your house. It needs to be right.  He said, trust no
one for that job. He said we will do it ourselves.  

I have heard preachers say, that we are using the same message; we are just using
different methods to get the message across. They confuse using tools of the world, like
computers, typewriters, digital recorders, with using worldly devices like music,
entertainment, styles, and methods.  There is a difference.  God told his nation Israel,
don't use the same methods to worship me ans the heathen.  They worshipped on high
places don't you do that. 

Now the argument could be that this was just in the Old Testament and doesn't matter
with the liberty we have in Christ. If that be the case, why did Jesus rebuke his churches
in Revelation about being like the world in their worship?

Revelation 2:12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; 

Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that
hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 
Revelation 2:15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which
thing I hate. 

The Nicolaitans were a sect that believed in liberty to live licentious lives, and indulged
in worldly lusts and so called liberties, which lead to immorality and other lustful
activities. 
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Revelation 2:16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them
with the sword of my mouth. 

Revelation 2:18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith
the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine
brass; 

Revelation 2:20 ...... I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that
woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my
servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 
Revelation 2:21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.
Revelation 2:22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with
her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 
Revelation 2:23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know
that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you
according to your works. 

Apparently the Lord did not know enough that we are under grace and not the Law to
have quoted the Old Testament as examples of wrongful behavior in the New
Testament church. 

How sad it is that we make the God of the Old Testament different than the Lord of the
new.  Jesus is Jehovah. He is the Lord over all the churches and someday we will have
to give an account to Him.  In Revelation, He sounds a lot like the God that Moses met
on Mount Sinai to me!  

Why didn’t the Lord say to Israel, as long as you worship me it doesn't matter where and
when and how you do it?  The Lord said, it is not only important that you worship me,
but you need to worship me the way I told you do worship me.  

Deuteronomy 12:5 But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out
of all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and
thither thou shalt come: 
Deuteronomy 12:6 And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your
sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and
your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks: 
Deuteronomy 12:7 And there ye shall eat before the LORD your God, and ye shall
rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the
LORD thy God hath blessed thee. 
Deuteronomy 12:8 Ye shall not do after all the things that we do here this day,
every man whatsoever is right in his own eyes. 

I believe the high places are still among us today and the majority of the churches in our
nation today are allowing it just like the majority of the Kings in Israel allowed it and
ultimately it led to their destruction.
Conclusion:
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The High places are still among us:

There is a movement today to worship apart from the authority of the local church.  

Matthew 16:18 And  I say also  unto thee, That  thou art Peter,  and upon this
rock  I will build my church; and the  gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
 
Matthew 16:19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever  thou shalt bind on earth shall  be bound in heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

What was the reason people wanted to worship outside of the place that the Lord
chose?  

Back in the days of Israel the reason people wanted to worship in the high places was
that they wanted to not be under the direction of God's leaders, the Levites. 

Today the beat goes on. 

1. PEOPLE WANTED TO BE INDEPENDENT OF THE AUTHORITY OF GOD'S
ORDAINED SYSTEM OF WORSHIP AND LEADERSHIP SO THEY WANT TO
WORSHIP IN A HIGH PLACE. 

It is the church that God gave to protect people spiritually.

Ephesians 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
Ephesians 4:12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ: 
Ephesians 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
Ephesians 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
Ephesians 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which
is the head, even Christ: 
Ephesians 4:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every
part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

The Church provides an umbrella of protection and authority. 
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Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself for it; 
Ephesians 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
word, 
Ephesians 5:27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 

The church is His bride, and we ought to be faithful to His church like His bride. 

A high place is an abomination to the Lord, just like a woman who will not be faithful to
her husband. We, as the bride of Christ, should be faithful to our Lord through the local
church He has placed us in.  

We should not look to the world for a model for administrating our local church.  There
are people that market the church like a Walmart markets their stores.  There are
churches that actually hire people to fund raise for their church.

The Church is a spiritual body of believers and not just some organization and business.
Not everything goes just as long as it bring profit. 

The Church is the family of God. 
They Church is the bride of Christ. 
They Church is the body of Christ. 

2. WE ARE BORN AGAIN AND PLACED INTO THE CHURCH AS IT PLEASES
OUR LORD. 

I Corinthians 12:12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. 
I Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one
Spirit. 
I Corinthians 12:14 For the body is not one member, but many. 

Just as a person is born physically into a family, only by being born again spiritually can
we be placed into the church.

I Peter 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby: 

There is a spiritual bond in the church.  Our unity is based on the Holy Spirit that dwells
within us.  
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3. WHEN WE GET INVOLVED IN SELF WILLED WORSHIP WE BREAK THE
PICTURE THAT GOD WANTS TO BE MANIFESTED IN HIS LOCAL CHURCH
OF UNITY AND DIVERSITY. 

John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have
loved you, that ye also love one another. 
John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to
another. 

One of the things that worshipping in a high place did was it weakened the assembly of
God's people.  Everyone was doing their own thing. 

I Corinthians 12:18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body,
as it hath pleased him. 
I Corinthians 12:19 And if they were all one member, where were the body? 
I Corinthians 12:20 But now are they many members, yet but one body. 

I Corinthians 12:25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members
should have the same care one for another. 
I Corinthians 12:26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or
one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 
I Corinthians 12:27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

4. THE BEAUTY OF THE LOCAL CHURCH IS THAT YOU HAVE MANY
INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS WORKING TOGETHER AS AN ASSEMBLY TO
GLORIFY GOD. 

The high places break that picture of unity and diversity. 

I Corinthians 12:21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor
again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 
I Corinthians 12:22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be
more feeble, are necessary: 
I Corinthians 12:23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less
honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts
have more abundant comeliness. 
I Corinthians 12:24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the
body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked: 
I Corinthians 12:25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members
should have the same care one for another. 

5. THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT WORSHIPPING GOD IN A HIGH PLACE IS IN
ESSENCE SELF WILLED RELIGION AND IS WRONG BECAUSE GOD SAYS
IT IS WRONG.
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A. This goes back to the age old sin of eating from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil.  Why was it wrong to eat of that tree? GOD SAID IT WAS
WRONG. 

B. So it was wrong for Cain to offer his bloodless sacrifice. 

It was wrong of Nadab and Abihu to offer up strange fire. 

C. David, when he brought up the Ark of the Covenant. 

II Samuel 6:3 And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the
house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab,
drave the new cart. 
II Samuel 6:4 And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab which was at Gibeah,
accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio went before the ark. 
II Samuel 6:6  And when they came to Nachon's threshingfloor, Uzzah put forth his
hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. 
II Samuel 6:7 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote
him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God. 

D. The Amalekite that came to David, telling him he slew Saul thought he would
receive a reward from David for his service.  Instead he was executed. 

E. II Chronicles 26:16  we could mention Uzzah who decided to burn incense to
the Lord, thinking he was doing the service of the Lord. 

INSTEAD HE WAS REWARDED WITH LEPROSY. 

On and on we can go and show we need to worship God the way He said to worship.

How He said to worship. 

Anything else is a high place. 
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