
1-23-22 MESSAGE
LESSONS FROM ELIMELECH

Intro:

We have hit a time of really low temperatures.  Last Sunday was -2 degrees.  We all
tend to complain about it.  But what is amazing is that the Northeastern part of the US,
as cold as it is, is one of the most prosperous areas in the country.  In fact New York
city goes on record as the coldest major city in the USA and is the most prosperous city
in the country.  

That never made sense to me.  It would seem that the areas of the country where the
temperature is milder should be the most productive areas of the country.  It doesn't
work out that way!  

The truth is that if you go to Florida or down south, a large portion of the population are
people who migrated to escape the cold winters.  

Amazing how it is. Up north with all the adversities of cold weather, the north has
historically fared better than the south. 

Now throughout history people have had a tendency to move south to escape adversity.
Abraham went to Egypt during a famine.  Isaac did the same.  The children of Israel
migrated to Egypt for 400 years only to end up in bondage.  

During the days of Jeremiah, the remnant in Israel ran down to Egypt and got out of the
will of God and were destroyed.  

This all brings to mind the story of Elimelech and Naomi in the book of Ruth.  Not too
long ago, in our through the Bible study, we studied the book of Ruth.  Today I want to
look at Elimelech and talk a little about the error of moving his family south to the
country of Moab to escape the adversities of where he lived.  

Story:

The Bible says there was a famine in the land of Israel and Elimelech decided to move
south to the Land of Moab, hoping to escape the adversity he was facing in Bethlehem. 

In the process of time he dies, and his two sons die. His wife returns to Bethlehem with
Ruth the Moabitess.

Ruth 1:1 Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a
famine in the land. And a certain man of Beth-lehem-judah went to sojourn in the
country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons. 
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Ruth 1:2 And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and
the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth-lehem-judah. And
they came into the country of Moab, and continued there. 
Ruth 1:3 And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her two sons. 
Ruth 1:4 And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one was
Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years. 
Ruth 1:5 And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was left of her
two sons and her husband. 

TODAY I WANT TO TALK ABOUT THE ERROR OF ELIMELECH.

Intro: Here we have the story of a man by the name of Elimelech who made a
tragic decision for his family.  

In seeking to preserve his family he decided to get outside of the will of the Lord and
uproot his family away from the Lord and go into a heathen land.  

In this process he lost everything. So his wife returns to Bethlehem impoverished and
with nothing!

In the story we read there was a famine in the land if Israel.  

Now the Bible told the children of Israel.

HERE IS THE PROMISE:
  

Deuteronomy 11:13  And it shall come to pass, if ye shall hearken
diligently unto my commandments which I command you this day, to
love the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with
all your soul, 
Deuteronomy 11:14 That I will give you the rain of your land in his due
season, the first rain and the latter rain, that thou mayest gather in thy
corn, and thy wine, and thine oil. 
Deuteronomy 11:15 And I will send grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that
thou mayest eat and be full. 
Deuteronomy 11:16 Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not
deceived, and ye turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them; 
Deuteronomy 11:17 And then the LORD'S wrath be kindled against you,
and he shut up the heaven, that there be no rain, and that the land yield
not her fruit; and lest ye perish quickly from off the good land which the
LORD giveth you. 
Deuteronomy 11:18  Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your
heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that
they may be as frontlets between your eyes. 
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Deuteronomy 11:19 And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of
them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the
way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
Deuteronomy 11:20 And thou shalt write them upon the door posts of
thine house, and upon thy gates: 
Deuteronomy 11:21 That your days may be multiplied, and the days of
your children, in the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers to
give them, as the days of heaven upon the earth. 

Now this we can know.  

Elimelech was obviously not trusting the Lord when he made the decision to move to
Moab:

When he made this decision he was deciding to move away from God's people.
He was deciding to move away from the tabernacle of the Lord. 
He was deciding to put financial interests above spiritual interests. 
He was making it impossible for his family to practice orthodox Judaism.  

Isaiah 30:1 Woe to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take counsel, but not of
me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin: 
Isaiah 30:2 That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth; to
strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt!
Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and the trust in the shadow of
Egypt your confusion. 
Isaiah 30:4 For his princes were at Zoan, and his ambassadors came to Hanes. 
Isaiah 30:5 They were all ashamed of a people that could not profit them, nor be an help
nor profit, but a shame, and also a reproach. 

Isaiah 30:6 The burden of the beasts of the south: into the land of trouble and anguish,
from whence come the young and old lion, the viper and fiery flying serpent, they will
carry their riches upon the shoulders of young asses, and their treasures upon the
bunches of camels, to a people that shall not profit them. 
Isaiah 30:7 For the Egyptians shall help in vain, and to no purpose: therefore have I
cried concerning this, Their strength is to sit still. 

This Morning I want to Share Some Lessons from Elimelech.

I. He feared becoming impoverished more than fearing God. 
HE DID NOT LIVE UP TO HIS NAME. 

Elimelech was no doubt a child of God. 
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth and scourgeth.  

His name means God is my king. When he decided to move to Moab he left his Lord's
Kingdom. 
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A KING NEEDS:

1. A Throne. 
2. A People.
3. A Land.  

Today God wants to be our King just as well as then. He is primarily looking for a
people. He has the throne  the land will come later! 

When God is on the throne of your life where His will for your life is where He wants you
to be.  

Where He wants you to be is where you can live in fellowship with His people and be a
witness for Him.

If the Lord God is your King, than you are not your own. You are under His law. Your
king should tell you where to live and where to serve.   

Elimelech

'Eliymelek, el-ee-meh'-lek; from 410 and 4428; God of (the) king;
Elimelech, an Isr.:-Elimelech.

------------------------- Dictionary Trace -------------------------------
'el, ale; short. from 352; strength; as adj. mighty; espec. the Almighty
(but used also of any deity):-God (god), X goodly, X great, idol, mighty
(-y one), power, strong. Comp. names in "-el".

melek, meh'-lek; from 4427; a king:-king, royal.

Is Jesus indeed Lord of your life?  
IS GOD YOUR KING?  

DOES HE RULE?  OR ARE YOU RULING AND MAKING THE DECISIONS? 

I Corinthians 6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

II. He feared for the health and welfare of his sons. 

No doubt was worried about the welfare of his two sons 
because when they were born he chose names that showed his concern.
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We can surmise that Elimelech was worried about the physical welfare of his sons so
much that he actually gave them names significant to the time of the famine and his
fears. 

His first son he called Mahlon, which means sickly. 

This no doubt was due to the fact that he was born during the famine years. 
No doubt his sons were feared to be victims of the famine and he feared for their
welfare. This was so much on the forefront of Elimelech's mind that he actually gave
names to his sons based on his fears. 
 
Machlown, makh-lone'; from 2470; sick; Machlon, an Isr.:-Mahlon.

------------------------- Dictionary Trace ------------------------------
chalah, khaw-law'; a prim. root comp. 2342, 2470, 2490; prop. to be
rubbed or worn; hence (fig.) to be weak, sick, afflicted; or (causat.)
to grieve, make sick; also to stroke (in flattering), entreat:-beseech,
(be) diseased, (put to) grief, be grieved, (be) grievous, infirmity,
intreat, lay to, put to pain, X pray, make prayer, be (fall, make) sick,
sore, be sorry, make suit (X supplication), woman in travail, be
(become) weak, be wounded.

Elimelech's other Sons Chilion means..  consumption or failing.. 

�Kilyown, kil-yone'; a form of 3631; Kiljon, an Isr.:-Chilion.

-------------------------- Dictionary Trace ----------------------------
�killayown, kil-law-yone'; from 3615; pining, destruction:-consumption,
 failing.

Elimelech was no doubt worried about his two sons dying in the famine 
so this was probably one thing that was in the forefront of his mind when he decided to
move to Moab. 

What is ironic is that the very thing he feared came to pass through his efforts to avoid
it.  So often our greatest fears will overtake us.  

Proverbs 28:1 The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a
lion. 

How often this happens. 
I had an Uncle who feared heights.   

II Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and
of love, and of a sound mind. 
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Fear and doubt go together.  

If God is for us who can be against us. 

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

Romans 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be
against us? 
Romans 8:32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall
he not with him also freely give us all things? 

The only thing we should fear is getting out of the will of the Lord.  This we should fear!  

III. Elimelech Is An Example Of A Backslidden Child of God that ceases
to walk by faith and is chastened of God for it.     

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him. 

Fear and unbelief go hand in hand.  

The greatest reason we do not walk in faith is because we are afraid to. 

Old classic illustration used to explain true faith. BLONDIN. It is not just saying you
believe, it is literally acting upon that faith. 

To walk by faith is to get on Jesus'  shoulders and get you through the storms of this life.

The Widow of Zarephath, another good example of true faith.

Most people exercise faith only after all human efforts have failed. 

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: 
Ephesians 2:9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

NOT OF WORKS. MEN LOVE TO BOAST ON THEIR WORKS. 

Sometimes, because we cannot trust God, we miss out on God's greatest blessings. 

Through the many years that I have been pastoring, I have seen many many trials.  I
had a fellow who pastored a church in New York move here to be part of the ministry. I
remember one time he said to me, "Brother I just want you to know that I am 100%
behind you, and I would give my life for you.  A few years after he was here we faced a
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few trials and setbacks.  I remember not seeing him a few Sundays, so I decided to go
visit him.  When I went there I saw a U haul backed up to his house.  I said, brother
what's going on.  He pulled me aside and said,  brother I don't know how you can take
it.  I just think we need to leave.  I remember thinking to myself, "Take what? A few little
trials?”  Since those days I think he must have moved 3-4 times, and I was talking to a
Pastor where he attended a church and was told he just recently moved again.   

When God's children fail to walk by faith, they cannot be blessed of God.  

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him. 

God's rewards come as you trust Him through the trials and difficulties of life and face
those trials by faith.  Faith, cries out to God for solutions.  Faith says, like Esther of old,
I will do right and "If I perish doing right I perish.."  Elimelech, died defeated not being
able to trust God in a time of trial and famines.  

Today we are facing a time of peril and trials with this covid pandemic, and other things
we see in our nation.  I don't know what is going on, but one thing I know is that in these
days we need to stand firm in our faith.  
These are days where we need to trust the Lord. 

These days, I am too busy, to not trust God.  
These days, we need to keep serving the Lord. 
These days, we need to keep working for our God. 
These days, we need to not be running away from our problems.  

These are not times to be packing up our U-hauls, turning tail and running away thinking
going to Moab is the answer.  

When finances got tough a few years back, God allowed me and directed me into my
own business.  Through the years I have prayed and asked the Lord about getting out
of that business, but for some reason, the more I pray the more the Lord just keeps
telling me to keep on doing what I am doing. 

He's the boss, not me.  God's timing is not my timing. 
God's ways are not my ways. 
It is my job in life to do one and one thing only: 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 ..... fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the
whole duty of man. 

I did not come here to be in business but God allowed that for His own reasons. 
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Finances or lack of finances has never been a primary factor to determine God's will for
where you should move your family.  

Their spiritual well being should be first. 

God's leading and will should be first. 

Consider the history of our nation:

In 1607  The English came to Jamestown seeking fortune and gold. They failed
miserably until 1612 when they started to grow tobacco as an export to England. That
tobacco business led to their downfall because it depended on slave labor which
brought the civil war and their downfall.   

1620  the Pilgrims came to Plymouth seeking religious freedom. They thought to settle
in Virginia but believed God providentially had them veer off course and land in New
England area of Massachusetts. 

Probably one of the harshest places to winter. That cold Atlantic air. I at one time
thought about going to college in Boston. I remember visiting there in December. I never
felt such bitter cold wind in all my life as what was in Boston. I couldn't imagine what the
Pilgrims faced that first winter they settled in Plymouth. No wonder half of them died that
winter. 

The Northern Colonies became far more prosperous than the South. How is it that in
spite of the hostile climate those who came seeking the will of God fared more
prosperous than those seeking money?

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you. 

A few years back we visited Williamsburg. We visited the Historic Williamsburg area.  

The old colonial town has been completely reconstructed. You can visit reconstructed
homes of original town people. 

Visited Jamestown, the  original settlement burned down moved to Williamsburg. 
Jamestown had a history of disaster after disaster. Fighting, factions, disunity, and
starvation. All because of the lust for gold that was never found and just was not there.
It was as if the town had a curse on it.  

What I found more interesting than the history of Jamestown and Williamsburg was the
history of the restoration of the town. 

What is interesting is that the Pastor of the Episcopal church in Williamsburg got John D
Rockefeller Jr. to fund the restoration of the town. What I learned more about
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Williamsburg was not about the history of the town itself but what I learned about the
man who funded the rebuilding of the town, John D Rockefeller Jr. 

Rockefeller became a lifelong member of the then-new Republican Party,
and a strong supporter of Abraham Lincoln and the party's abolitionist
wing. He was a faithful congregant of the Erie Street Baptist Mission
Church, where he taught Sunday school, and served as a trustee, clerk, and
occasional janitor.  Religion was a guiding force throughout his life, and
Rockefeller believed it to be the source of his success. As he said, "God
gave me money", and he did not apologize for it. He felt at ease and
righteous following John Wesley's dictum, "gain all you can, save all you
can, and give all you can."

It was John D Rockefeller Jr..  Who rebuilt Historic Gettysburg.  
On the tour they noted he was Baptist. And what stood out about him was
he was a strict Baptist. By the way he was an American Baptist. What is
unusual is that he followed in the footsteps of his father.  

He did not drink, smoke,  or dance. 

Isn't amazing that the once richest people that ever lived in America were separated
Baptists who held Baptist convictions and held conservative values, and were respected
for it. Today that is not the case and the American Baptist Churches of America have
gone liberal and ecumenical.  

WHAT A CONTRAST THAT IS TO WHAT WE SEE TODAY. 

We have Sarah Palin's daughter in dancing with the stars. This is the best the Christian
Community can muster up today?  

Look at the wealthiest people and people who are shaping the face of America today.
Look at their beliefs and values.  Men like, Bill Gates, and Mark Zuckerberg who owns
face book. Men like George Soros, who use their fortunes to manipulate the world into a
globalist agenda.    

What is amazing is that our Capitalist society affords men the fortunes that they seem to
be using to tear down the very fabric and system that allowed for their prosperity.  

The fathers of communism and socialism are Karl Marx and Friedrich Engel, both
preached against the evils of capitalism, and were supported by Engels father's cotton
manufacturing business which thrived under capitalism! 

Friedrich Engel and Karl Marx wrote the communist Manifesto, which was the Bible of
the communist revolution in Russia!  
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Also what was noted about the History of the family is that the wives of the original
Rockefellers had very little to do with the business of the family. They were just given an
allowance. KIND OF SOUNDS OLD FASHIONED TO ME. 

Maybe this is why, unlike so many rich families, this family was able to maintain years of
stability in their family, and influence. Now the new generations of the Rockefellers is
nowhere near where the original family was.  

So what stood out most about the richest family in America was not their wealth
but their faith and history of philanthropy which all started when John D.
Rockefeller started to tithe to his Baptist church as a young man. 

So we see Elimelech running to Moab seeking prosperity, and early settlers, running to
Virginia seeking wealth and fortune,  but it was the heritage of faith in New England that
brought wealth and stability to our nation.  

IV. IT IS FAITH THAT PLEASES GOD AND NOTHING ELSE WE DO IMPRESSES
HIM NOR DOES HE DELIGHT IN ANYTHING ELSE.  

What can we do that would impress God and please him? 
By Faith we please God.  

HOW ENAMORED WE ARE WITH THE WORKS OF MEN. 
Look at all that He has created. 
Look at all His marvelous works. 

Psalms 147:4 He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their
names. 

Psalms 147:8 Who covereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth rain for the
earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. 
Psalms 147:9 He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry. 

Psalms 147:10 He delighteth not in the strength of the horse: he taketh not
pleasure in the legs of a man. 
Psalms 147:11 The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that
hope in his mercy. 

Psalms 147:16 He giveth snow like wool: he scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. 
Psalms 147:17 He casteth forth his ice like morsels: who can stand before his
cold? 
Psalms 147:18 He sendeth out his word, and melteth them: he causeth his wind to
blow, and the waters flow. 

Are you going to build a building and impress God?
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If you travel towards Washington DC on 495 you will see this huge white temple
towering above the trees off of 495 in Kensington Maryland. 

It is a MORMAN Temple. I have to admit it is an impressive building. And as you travel
on 495 you will see  6 golden spires sparkling in the sun. 

YET God is more impressed by your faith in Him than that building. 

For all the millions of dollars it cost, it is nothing to be compared in God's eyes to beauty
He sees in the childlike faith that one of his children gives Him.  

Even in New York the church the Rockefellers built, the Riverside church. is quite an
impressive cathedral.  But again God is more impressed with our simple faith if we trust
Him. 

NOTE: Men want to impress God with their works. 
Can we impress God with anything we do?
He made all the stars. Is He going to be impressed by anything 
we can do?  

We think men are so smart because they are now unlocking the secrets to DNA. God
created our DNA and far more mysterious things that we don't even know about. 

Application:

Where did Elimelech go wrong? He went wrong when he thought he was the one that
needed to protect and save his family and lost faith in his God. 

He went wrong when he stoped walking by faith and decided he needed to do
something to save himself.

We need to wait on the Lord and trust in Him. 
We need to walk by faith and not by sight. 

FAITH IS THE ONLY THING THAT WILL PLEASE GOD. 

Romans 14:23...  for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 

What is Faith???

Faith is simply trusting God and his Word. 
Leaning on Him and not your own understanding. 

Application: 
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God told Elimelech that He would bring famines and hardships into the nation when
they leave Him and disobey his ordinances.  

Instead of looking on moving and relocating. what he should have sought out was
repentance and humiliation before the God of Abraham Isaac and Jacob. 

So we too follow in Elimelech’s mistake when we fail to trust Him in faith and take
actions apart from faith!  

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

If things are not working out for the good, maybe it is because we are losing our love for
God.  

Not praying like we use to. 
Not reading His Word.  
Not assembling ourselves in His church.  

So what do we do? We think the answer is in moving somewhere else.
The answer is in going to another church. 
The answer is finding a new job.  

So we need to figure out some strategy for success.  

No what we need to do is humble ourselves and trust in the Lord.  
We need to get that childlike faith that Christ said we needed. 

Matthew 18:3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of Heaven. 

We need to learn from the mistakes of Elimelech. His example is a reminder to us all
that running from our problems will only bring more problems.  The answer is found in
running to God in faith.  
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EVENING SERVICE LESSONS FROM RUTH
CONTRAST BETWEEN ELIMELECH AND RUTH

Now Elimelech is dead. His two sons are dead.  

Ruth decides to move back to Bethlehem to die, she thought. 

Ruth and Orpah decide to go with her.  

Etc.

Lessons from the Life of Ruth. 

I. RUTH DECIDED TO FOLLOW NAOMI TO THE LAND OF JEHOVAH. 

Ruth 1:16 And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after
thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people
shall be my people, and thy God my God: 
Ruth 1:17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me,
and more also, if ought but death part thee and me. 
Ruth 1:18 When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, then she left
speaking unto her. 

THY GOD WILL BE MY GOD. 

Ruth decided to do the right thing rather than do the thing that would have been the best
thing to do in the flesh.  The only reason she would have done so was because she
came to believe in the God of Israel and the God of Naomi. Apparently Naomi, led her
to the Lord.  

This was in contrast to Orpha's decision.  

�No`omiy, no-om-ee'; from 5278; pleasant; Noomi, an Israelitess:-Naomi.

-------------------------- Dictionary Trace ----------------------------
�no`am, no'-am; from 5276; agreeableness, i.e. delight, suitableness,
 splendor or grace:-beauty, pleasant (-ness).

�`Orpah, or-paw'; fem. of 6203; mane; Orpah, a Moabitess:-Orpah.
-------------------------- Dictionary Trace -------------------------------
�`oreph, o-ref'; from 6202; the nape or back of the neck (as declining);
 hence the back generally (whether lit. or fig.):-back (stiff-) neck (-
 ed).

�Ruwth, rooth; prob. for 7468; friend; Ruth, a Moabitess:-Ruth.
-------------------------- Dictionary Trace -----------------------------
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�re`uwth, reh-ooth'; from 7462 in the sense of 7453; a female associate;
 gen. an additional one:-+ another, mate, neighbour.

Naomi means pleasant. 
Orpah means stiff necked. 
Ruth means  a friend, companion. 

THIS IS WHAT SHE WAS.

Ruth made a decision based on faith. She was willing to trust in the God of Abraham
Isaac and Jacob.

Here she was willing to take a chance of being impoverished. 
She was willing to take a chance with losing her comfort zone.  

What a contrast this was to that of Elimelech. Amazing how it is that men who should be
braver, often when it comes to faith find themselves more ingrained in the thinking of the
world.   So unlike Elimelech,  Ruth in faith moves from her country and kindred to a land
she did not know.  This reminds me of Abraham.  

Genesis 12:1 Now  the LORD had said  unto Abram, Get thee  out of thy
country,  and from thy  kindred, and from  thy father's house,  unto a land
that I will  shew thee: 
Genesis  12:2 And I will make  of thee a great nation,  and I will bless
thee,  and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 

MARK IT DOWN. WHENEVER GOD CALLS US TO MOVE, THAT MOVE SHOULD BE
MOTIVATED BY FAITH.

Abraham moved at age 70 but it was based on faith. 

GOD WANTS US TO TRUST HIM BY FAITH. 

Elimelech's move was based on doubt. 
Now Ruth's move was based on faith. 

2. RUTH WAS WILLING TO RISK NEVER BEING MARRIED TO DO WHAT WAS
RIGHT. 

Ruth 1:11 And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go with me? are there
yet any more sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands? 
Ruth 1:12 Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for I am too old to have an husband.
If I should say, I have hope, if I should have an husband also to night, and should also
bear sons; 
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Ruth 1:13 Would ye tarry for them till they were grown? would ye stay for them from
having husbands? nay, my daughters; for it grieveth me much for your sakes that the
hand of the LORD is gone out against me. 
Ruth 1:14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother
in law; but Ruth clave unto her. 

There always is a risk to step out by faith.  
That risk is based on the integrity of God's word.  
It is not a blind risk,  it is a risk taken believing God's Word. 

Do we risk anything believing God?  He is the Lord of Lord's  King of Kings. 

Why do we step out in life taking a risk to doubt God and His word? 

Think of the risk that Adam and Eve took in eating the forbidden fruit.  It was a risk that
led to death!  

Why would we take the risks to walk in doubt?  Let us trust the Lord even unto death. 

3. RUTH WAS WILLING TO FOLLOW HER CONVICTION TO FOLLOW
JEHOVAH EVEN TO DEATH

Ruth 1:14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother
in law; but Ruth clave unto her. 
Ruth 1:15 And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her people, and
unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law. 
Ruth 1:16 And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after
thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people
shall be my people, and thy God my God: 
Ruth 1:17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me,
and more also, if ought but death part thee and me. 
Ruth 1:18 When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, then she left
speaking unto her. 

Matthew 16:24  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 
Matthew 16:25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will
lose his life for my sake shall find it. 
Matthew 16:26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

Jim Eliot said, 

No man is a fool to give up that which he cannot keep to gain that which he can never
lose. 
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Do we risk anything to serve and follow the Lord?  

Revelation 2:10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the
devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have
tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

Why is it any risk to be faithful unto death seeing we are all going to die?  Why not die
serving the Lord and we are promised an incorruptible crown.   

This is why the early disciples thought it a privilege to be called to suffer for the cause of
Christ.   Do we really believe this?  

4. RUTH ULTIMATELY GOT THE BENEFITS SHE NEVER THOUGHT SHE
WOULD.

Ruth 2:3 And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and
her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the
kindred of Elimelech. 

IT SEEMS BY CHANCE. 

IT SEEMS COINCIDENCE. 

By chance it would seem Elimelech died, Mahlon and Chilion both died. Is it just by
chance?   

Nothing is by  chance. She happened upon Boaz’s field. Note what he says to her:

Ruth 2:8 Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in
another field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens: 

Ruth 2:10 Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto
him, Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me,
seeing I am a stranger? 
Ruth 2:11 And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me, all that
thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of thine husband: and how thou
hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a
people which thou knewest not heretofore. 
Ruth 2:12 The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the
LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust. 
Ruth 2:13 Then she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord; for that thou hast
comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be
not like unto one of thine handmaidens. 

She was willing to take the risk and God in His grace let everything work out for her. 
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5. THERE IS NOTHING MORE PRECIOUS IN THE EYES OF THE LORD THAN
FAITH. IT IS WHAT PLEASES HIM MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE. 

Boaz agreed to marry Ruth.  

Ruth 3:10 And he said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for thou hast
shewed more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou
followedst not young men, whether poor or rich. 
Ruth 3:11 And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all
the city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman. 

She was willing to suffer to follow the Lord, and instead the Lord blessed her and
she. 

Ruth 4:13  So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the
LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son. 
Ruth 4:14 And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left
thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel. 
Ruth 4:15 And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old
age: for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons,
hath borne him. 
Ruth 4:16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it.
Ruth 4:17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born
to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 
Ruth 4:18  Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron, 
Ruth 4:19 And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab, 
Ruth 4:20 And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon, 
Ruth 4:21 And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, 
Ruth 4:22 And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David. 

So Ruth goes down in history as being a child of God, a woman of faith.  

So Ruth, along with Rahab,  goes down in the hall of fame of faith.  Both were outsiders
who converted to the faith.  What is interesting is that when we were studying the book
of Ruth we learned that Boaz’s own mother was Rahab who was married to Salmon.  

Matthew  1:5 And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed
of Ruth; and  Obed begat Jesse; 

So it is the children of God are not born after the flesh but after the spirit.  

Romans 4:12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumci-
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sion only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, 
which he had being yet uncircumcised. 
Romans 4:13 For  the promise, that he  should be the heir  of the world, was 
not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness 
of faith. 
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